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A Message from the President
The consultation of SRS/SRT provision resulted in
very robust support from the SBNS for the proposals
developed by members, with a resultant change to
the number of centres being commissioned for this
work, with much more equitable access to patients
at a local level. My thanks go to all who contributed
to this.

Richard Kerr
SBNS President
It seems only yesterday that I was writing my last
message for the SBNS newsletter. It is December
already and Christmas is upon us. To say that the
last few months have been busy would be an
understatement.
Within the council, there have been a series of
changes with Atul Tyagi being elected as a new
council member, John Thorne taking up the
position of secretary after years of SBNS service
from Neil Kitchen and Paul May being elected
president elect, taking up office in September
next year. Congratulations also to Ciaran Bolger
and Ramez Kirollos on being elected reps for the
EANS and the WFNS.
The composition of the council is of concern;
there is a distinct lack of female members and
I have contacted colleagues to get views of
how this can be addressed. To those who kindly
responded, thanks very much for the insightful
comments which I will assimilate and respond
to in due course, hopefully with some plans as
to how the current imbalance can be resolved.
We have continued to try to recognise the UK and
Eire wide role of the SBNS, holding a council meeting
in Edinburgh in the summer with plans to meet in
Cardiff next year. In addition, I am hoping to invite
anex-officiomemberfromeachoftheRoyalSurgical
Colleges to join the SBNS council to facilitate
collaboration, as we have already done from the
Edinburgh College.
The society has been involved with the continuing
CJD/vCJD issue, with a vibrant debate lead by Barrie
White at the recent SBNS meeting in York, the
resultant position paper being considered by NICE

supported by

The GIRFT project, led by Prof Tim Briggs gathers
momentum and Nick Phillips has been successful
in his application to represent the SBNS on this
endeavour. He will work very closely with the NNAP
team to hopefully continue to drive the quality
agenda.
Justin Nissen has worked very hard to develop
a joint statement with BASS on the issue of
investigation and management of cauda equina
syndrome (CES) that has now been agreed
and published. In addition, the SBNS policy
document, looking at standards of care, has
been revised as the guideline for avoidance of
wrong site surgery. These are all now uploaded
onto the SBNS website.
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/policies-and-publications/
Two excellent SBNS conferences in
Southampton and York, the recent Neurotrauma
meeting organised by Mark Wilson, the NNAP
study day in the summer and a range of
meetings of the subspecialty groups, including
the academic and research committee, have
all continued to emphasize the very vibrant
position of the society, including the flourishing
research collaborative from the BNTA, now the
envy of many of the other specialist societies.
We have now completed the transfer of the
neurosurgical foundation into a registered charity,
sponsored by the SBNS, for the publication of the
British Journal of Neurosurgery. This marks the
culmination of a long process of deliberation and

debate to enable this to happen, with a special
vote of thanks to Mr. John Miles for his gift of
transference of the foundation.

“

“

before being submitted to the CMO.The survey that
manyofyoucompletedhelpedtoinformthatdebate
and we will publish the final outcome as soon as
we can.

The GIRFT project, led by Prof Tim
Briggs gathers momentum and Nick
Phillips has been successful in his
application to represent the SBNS
on this endeavour.

The most concerning issue however, since
the last newsletter is the ongoing negotiation
between the DH and the junior doctors
committee of the BMA regarding the junior
doctors’ contract. I have already written to all
the junior trainees in neurosurgery indicating
the support of the SBNS for the process and the
right to make these difficult decisions. For this
to have gone so far clearly demonstrates the
very deep level of concern about the impact
of the proposed new contract, but I think
it also says a lot about the present position
of the juniors in terms of pressure of work
that they are under and concern regarding
resultant training opportunities. We now
know that the result of the ballot provided an
overwhelming mandate for action, including
strike action, and plans were put in place for
this recently unprecedented step to be taken.
The level of support provided by the senior
staff indicates solidarity with the juniors, but I
think all clinicians still hoped that a negotiated
settlement could be achieved and the need
for strike action averted. Thankfully at the
eleventh hour exactly that occurred, with now
time for further negotiation until January 2016.
Whatever eventually happens, this must hail as
a new era in contract negotiations between the
DH and the medical profession, although the
long term impact remains very unclear.

I hope that this does not prove to be a winter of
discontent and that the negotiations will come to a
satisfactory conclusion, but I will provide whatever
assistance I can, as I am sure will all my colleagues.
Thanks for your continued support of the SBNS
whichcontinuestogofromstrengthtostrengthand
for all the hard work by all on behalf of the society.
With very warm regards to all and a very happy
Christmas and New Year.
Richard Kerr
SBNS President
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National
Neurosurgical Audit
Programme (NNAP)
Update

Welcome to New Members
The following members were ratified at the SBNS
Business Meeting held on the 10 September 2015
during the SBNS Autumn Meeting in York.

Full

Nottingham

Kyaw Zayar Thant

Birmingham

Cheryl Coulter

Newcastle

Samed Talibi

Romford

Sohail Ansari

Sussex

James Fitzgerald

Oxford

David Giraldi

Plymouth

Muhammad Hussain

Hull

Sanjeeva Jeyaretna

Oxford

Pierluigi Vergara

Cambridge

Vivian Elwell

Hurstwood Park

Erjon Agushi

Salford

Chris Uff

London

Marco Angelo

London

Dilan Fernando

Middlesex

Mitchell Foster

Salford

Neil Garrett

Plymouth

Lianne Harrison

Sheffield

Susan Hendrickson

London

Charles Iwegbu

London

Jahangir Sajjad

Cork

Sandra Sungailaite

Southampton

Tamara Tajsic

Cambridge

Yizhou Wan

Stockton on Tees

Associate

Affiliated

Varinder Alg

London

Mohammed Asha

Coventry

Huan Wee Chan

London

Alexandru Cotici

Cheshire

Andrew Durnford

Southampton

David Eagle

Sheffield

Ahme Elhabal

Preston

Cormac Gavin

London

Tim Hammett

Nottingham

Theodore Hirst

Belfast

Mashhour Alsuwat

Germany

Mihaela Irimia

Aberdeen

Venkatesh Prasanna

India

Ashwin Kumaria

Nottingham

Milan Makwana

Cardiff

Khalid Mohmoud

Hull

Mohamed Okasha

Newcastle

Kevin Owusu-Agyemang
Emma Sillery

Scotland

London

SAC Vacancies
The SAC in Neurosurgery is advertising for 3
new SAC members to start in 2016. The deadline
for applying is 15 January 2016. Further details
including job description, person specifications
and application form are available via the JCST
website. Only Consultant members can apply
and the SBNS will need to ratify all appointments
so please also notify Suzanne at the SBNS office
when applying. SAC meetings are held in London
(3-4 times per year) and membership is for a
period of five years.

If you are interested and would like to find
out more please visit the JCST website

http://www.jcst.org/committees or
phone 020 7869 6252.
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Sandeep Solanki

International

Senior
Anne Moore

Plymouth

Jimmy Van Dellen

Birmingham

In its second year, the Neurosurgical National
Audit Programme (NNAP) has focussed on
preparations for the NHS England 2015 Consultant
Outcome Publication (COP) and the development
of the interactive web-based tool, iNeurosurgery,
both to support data validation and promote
benchmarking and quality improvement
initiatives.
Despite the widespread concerns of the surgical
community regarding the validity and utility
of publishing surgeon-specific mortality rates,
the Chief Medical Officer and NHS England
have confirmed that this remains an important
part of their strategy. In 2014, NNAP published
standardised (neurosurgical risk adjusted)
elective procedural mortality rates (NSMRs) for
the year 2012/13 for all practising consultant
neurosurgeons in England and whole practice
standardised mortality rates for 30 Trusts
participating in NNAP.
The 2015 COP will be based on the same outcome
measures as last year, but the audit period has
been extended to three years – 2012-15 to
increase the statistical power of the audit and limit
the effect of random variations in small numbers
of deaths. Over the summer consultants were
requested to review and validate their individual
mortality reports. 60% of consultants took part in
the validation. We are pleased to report that there
were no consultants with an NSMR > 3SD. The
performance of all consultants will be reported as
within the expected range.
The 2015 Neurosurgical COP will take place on the
SBNS-NNAP website in the New Year and on the
NHS Choices website, together with other surgical
specialties, on 14th January 2016. In preparation
for the publication, consultants are invited to
visit the SBNS-NNAP website to update their
professional profiles. Full details on the 2015 COP
and NNAP developments for 2016 will be provided
in separate briefings. For advice or comment on
the NNAP please contact Mr Richard Nelson.
Rick Nelson, NNAP Chair
richard.nelson@nbt.nhs.uk.

British Neurosurgical Research Group
The British Neurosurgical Research Group
meeting in March 2016 will be held in
Cambridge at the Cambridge City Hotel.
Details can be found at
http://www.bnrg.co.uk/index.html.
We plan to hold a ‘research sandpit
session ’ that will identify the most
pressing problems in neurosurgical
practice. We will be sending out a
survey soon asking what the uncertainties
are in your clinical practice
that you would want to be answered
in a clinical trial.

Please do complete the survey or respond directly to Stephen Price
(sjp58@cam.ac.uk) or Carole Turner (clt29@medschl.cam.ac.uk).
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Results of Ballots - Congratulations to all

Congratulations

SBNS Council Member

Norman Dott Medal and
Barrow Foundation UK
Fellowship

Mr Atul Tyagi has been
one of the mainstays
of adult and paediatric
neurosurgery in Leeds
for at least 15 years.
He is dedicated to
neurosurgicaleducation
having been TPD
and a long standing
examiner.Heiscurrently
lead clinician for
neurosurgery in Leeds and he is highly valued by all
insteeringneurosurgerythroughrecentchanges.His
special interests are in spinal dysraphism, cervical
disc disease, brain tumours, pituitary disorders,
craniocervical junction and neurovascular surgery.
He will be a valuable asset to the SBNS Council.

European and World partner societies is essential
at this time. It is imperative that SBNS members
and council are fully informed of decisions taken
at a European and World level that may impact
on our speciality and be involved in shaping
those decisions.

Exam Board Chairman
Mr Neil Kitchen, former SBNS Honorary Secretary,
has recently been appointed as the Chairman of
the Exam Board for Neurosurgery and has taken
over from Bill Taylor.
TheBoardarecurrentlylookingfornewexaminersso
ifyouareinterestedpleasecontactEleanorasperthe
advertisement below.

Junior Barrow Foundation UK
Fellowship

EANS/WFNS Representatives
Mr Ramez Kirollos
has been a consultant
neurosurgeon for 15
yearsatAddenbrooke’s
Hospital in Cambridge.
He has considerable
expertise in skull-base,
neurovascular and
other intracranial
surgery. He is involved
inneurosurgicaltraining
and co-founded and organised several training
coursesincludingtheBritishNeurosurgicalTrainee’s
Course. He is co-editing the Oxford Textbook of
Neurological Surgery and was recently Chairman of
theBritishNeurovascularGroup(BNVG),2013-2015.
Being an invited speaker and member of the faculty
in several international meetings and courses,
Mr Kirollos has personal acquaintance with several
members of the EANS and WFNS. He is aiming to
expandthecollaborationbetweentheSBNSandthese
societiesandenhancetheroleofBritishNeurosurgery
internationally.

Re-elected for another 4 year term
Professor Ciaran
Bolger; Consultant
at the National
Neurosurgery Unit
Beaumont Hospital
Dublin, and Head
of Department of
Clinical Neuroscience
RCSI, has been a full
member of the SBNS
since 1996. A past
President of Eurospine, he is very aware of the
current status, and future direction, of specialty
representation, development and training
at the European level. He feels that strong
representation of British and Irish Neurosurgery
interests, involvement in shaping neurosurgery
development, and close collaboration with

Congratulations to Omar Patmanaban
who was awarded the Norman Dott Medal
for his outstanding performance in the
FRCS(SN) examination during 2015. The
medal is awarded annually by the Board of
Examiners and will be presented to him at the
Gala dinner of the SBNS Spring Meeting in
Newcastle 2016. Winners of the Norman Dott
Medal also receive the Barrow Foundation
UK Fellowship, which provides for a six week
observership at the Barrow Institute, Phoenix,
Arizona and for attendance at the AANS
congress.

INTERCOLLEGIATE
SPECIALTY BOARDS AND
THE JOINT COMMITTEE
ON INTERCOLLEGIATE
EXAMINATIONS
PANEL OF EXAMINERS RECRUITMENT
NEUROSURGERY
TheIntercollegiateSpecialtyBoardinNeurosurgeryis
lookingto recruitnew examiners to join its Panel.The
Board would welcome applications from interested
and motivated Consultants who have significant
previous examining experience.
Applicationsareinvitedfromneurosurgeonswhohold
a substantive (minimum 5 years) Consultant post in
theNationalHealthService(UK)/PublicHealthService
(Ireland)wishingtobeconsideredtojointhePanelof
Examiners in Neurosurgery
The Criteria for Appointment and an application
form are available to download from:

www.jcie.org.uk
Or for further information please
contact Eleanor Lynes, Specialty
Manager
enquiries@jcie.org.uk
Tel: 0131 662 9222

Congratulations
also to Cheryl
Coulter who was
awarded the
Junior Barrow
Foundation
Fellowship for
her outstanding
performance
as top ranked
candidate at
the National Neurosurgical selection. The
award allows the winner to visit the Barrow
Neurological Institute in Phoenix Arizona
for a two week observership. This is only the
second time that a junior fellowship has been
awarded.

Neuropathology Essay Prize
For the first time the SBNS have awarded
a neuropathology prize. Entrants were
encouraged to submit an essay reviewing the
diagnostic and clinical significance of recent
advancesinourunderstandingofthegenetics
of brain tumours, with particular emphasis on
gliomas.
This year’s winner is Yitzou Wan for his
paper entitled Uncovering the genetics
of Brain Cancer: Recent Advances and
their Diagnostic and Clinical Relevance.
The prize of a copy of the recently published
book, Neuropathology Simplified - a guide
for clinicians and scientists’ by Hilton and
Shivane, will be presented at the SBNS Spring
Meeting, Newcastle April 2016.Well done and
Congratulations.
Due to the great response to the competition
the British Neuropathological Society has
informed the Society that they have agreed to
continue to run it every other year with a prize
of £250.
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Neurotrauma 2015
This October saw a combined
SBNS and TARN Neurotrauma
symposium at the Royal
Geographical Society involving
specialists from the entire
patient pathway.

Keynote lectures by Randal Chesnut (on ICP), Geoff
Raisman (on spinal stem cell transplantation), András
Buki (on biomarkers), Peter Hutchinson (on trials)
and Nick Haden (on spinal injuries) were particular
highlights. Twenty-five posters were selected and
displayed with Ellie Edlmann winning with the poster
entitled:UpdateontheUK-wideneurosurgicaltrialon
dexamethasone treatment in symptomatic patients
with chronic subdural haematoma (Dex-CSDH).

National Neurosurgical ST1 Simulation
Boot Camp 2015

The second national neurosurgical simulation boot camp was run again in Manchester from 13th to 17th
September. The course is for all the successful run-through ST1s and ACF1s nationally. It was held again
in the surgical skills simulation centre at the University of Manchester. We are very pleased that for both
years we have had a 100% turn out of all the eligible trainees. This year there were 29 delegates in total.
The course covers simulation of a wide range of clinical skills, technical skills and equipment (e.g.
drills, surgical aspirators, ICP monitors, microscopes, ultrasound, endoscopes and surgical navigation
equipment).
The course is also an excellent opportunity for trainees to get to know their peers as well as the training
faculty with group meals out each evening.
I am very grateful to the entire faculty who volunteered their time to teach on the course as well as the
excellent simulation centre staff. I am also indebted to the following companies who were able to support
the course both financially and with loan of equipment; B. Braun, Brainlab, Codman, Integra, Leica,
Storz, Stryker, and Zeiss. Finally, the course could not run without the support of the SBNS who provide
educational grants to all the trainees if they become members of the society, allowing the course to be at
no cost for them.
The overall average score from the trainees for the boot camp was 9.75/10 in 2014 and 10/10 this year. I
have been advised to increase this to a score out of 20 for next year so as to avoid any disappointment.

We hope to make this an annual event.

If anyone wishes to volunteer as faculty for next year (dates; 12 to 15 September 2016), please contact
me – ian.kamaly@nhs.net.

NANSIG /SBNS Student Career Day –
16 January 2016
The annual NANSIG/SBNS Student career day will take place on Saturday 16 January
2016 at the RCS Eng. The purpose of this event is to inform medical students who
are interested in pursuing a career in neurosurgery and this year’s theme will be
“How to get on the ladder and what to expect once you’re there!” The event is
being organised by Alistair Jenkins, SBNS Treasurer, who has again put together an
interesting programme. This year’s keynote speaker is Prof. Sir Graham Teasdale,
who will speak about his 40-year involvement with the Glasgow Coma Scale.
Additional speakers will include consultants, academics and juniors from around
the country. The full programme can be viewed on the SBNS Conference page and
NANSIG Website. If you know of any medical students who would be interested in
attending please forward the details.

If you would also like to attend and speak to the students please
contact Suzanne at the SBNS office.
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Clinical Trials Update
We are pleased to report an increasing
number of ongoing multicentre
neurosurgical trials, and whilst they are
all progressing well, further support
would always be welcome.

BASICS: British Antibiotic and Silver Impregnated
Catheters for ventriculoperiotoneal Shunt trial.
The BASICS Trial opened to recruitment in June
2013, being one of the first Neurosurgical trials
of its type. The primary object is to determine
whether antibiotic or silver impregnated VP shunts
reduce early infection (within 6 months) compared
to standard VP shunt in hydrocephalus following
insertion of de novo shunt. The study is open at
20 Neurosurgical sites across the UK & Ireland.
The trial population is 1200 patients (children
and adults), to date the study has recruited 890
participants. For further details please contact Tom
Kearns thomas.kearns@liverpool.ac.uk CIs: Conor
Mallucci/Michael Jenkinson

Dex-CSDH: Dexamethasone in Chronic Subdural
Haematoma trial.
The Dex-CSDH study opened for recruitment in
Cambridge in August 2015 and has been recruiting
very well with 27 patients now randomised.
Plymouth opened as a second site in October 2015
and have now randomised their first 2 patients.
We have 24 sites throughout the UK who have
committed to taking part in the trial and will be
opening these over the coming months. We are on
target to randomise 100 patients by March 2016
for the pilot phase of the study. For further details
please contact Ellie Edlmann eedlmann@nhs.net
CI: Peter Hutchinson
PRaM-GBM Study: Predicting sites of treatment
failure and tumour recurrence in the invasive
margin of glioblastomas.

NERVES: Nerve root block vs surgery for sciatica
secondary to a prolapsed lumbar disc.
The trial has been underway for just over 6
months with centres currently open in Liverpool,
Manchester and Birmingham and other sites ready
to be opened imminently. Recruitment is over 30
patients so far with the target of 170. Eligibility:
sciatica secondary to prolapsed lumbar disc (w/o
footdrop/CES) greater than 6 weeks less than 6
months duration. For further details please contact
Kirsty-Louise Marrow nerves@liverpool.ac.uk CI: Martin Wilby
ROAM: Radiation versus Observation following
surgical resection of Atypical Meningioma: a
randomised controlled trial.
The ROAM multi-centre RCT will open in the
UK, mainland Europe and Australia. Liverpool,
Manchester and Nottingham are due to open in
November 2015. The remaining 18 UK sites will
open in 2016/2017. Patients will be randomised
1:1 between early adjuvant fractionated external
beam radiotherapy and serial MRI observation
following complete surgical resection of atypical
meningioma. The study will recruit 190 patients
over 4 years with a minimum 5 year follow-up. For
further details please contact Priya Francis roam@liverpool.ac.uk. CI: Michael Jenkinson
RESCUE-ASDH : Rescue for Acute Subdural
Haematoma trial,

This is a new study that has recently been funded
by a Cancer Research UK biomarker research
grant. It aims to validate diffusion tensor tissue
signatures as a biomarker that can predict the site
of tumour progression in glioblastomas. The aim is
to identify areas adjacent to the main enhancing
tumour both pre-operatively and pre-radiotherapy
that is sites of future progression. We are currently
preparing the protocol and will soon be looking for
expressions of interest. The study will involve DTI
and perfusion imaging of patients prior to surgery
and radiotherapy (both funded). Patients will then
be followed up according to published guidelines
with conventional imaging up to the point of
progression. All image analysis will be performed
in Cambridge. If you wish further information or
to register interest please contact Stephen Price
sjp58@cam.ac.uk.

GALA BIDD
GALA-BIDD is a surgical trial to validate the
presence of visible fluorescence as a pragmatic
intra-operative diagnostic surgical biomarker of
high-grade disease within a tumour mass. There
are currently 3 sites actively recruiting patients for
this trial, Walton Centre Liverpool, King’s College
Hospital London and Addenbrooke’s Hospital
Cambridge. To date 32 patients have been
registered, and recruitment is expected to take
approximately one more year. For further details
please contact Colin Watts cw209@cam.ac.uk

Further ongoing trials include:
Recruitment started in September 2014 and
the study has reached a number of important
milestones since. The internal pilot is aiming to
randomise 120 patient by March 2016. So far we
have randomised almost 60 patients, with over 50
patients in the observational cohort. Twenty-one
centres are currently open for recruitment in the
UK, and 2 more are in set up. The trial is currently
being rolled out to several US and Asian level I
trauma centres. For further details please contact
Hadie Adams hha.adams@gmail.com
CI: Peter Hutchinson

MISTIE III: minimally invasive surgery plus rt-PA for
spontaneous intracerebral hemorrhage evacuation
HIFU: Trial of high intensity focused ultrasound for
primary malignant bone tumours of the sacrum
and coccyx

Funded trial in the set up stage:
TOPSAT II: Treatment of poor grade subarachnoid
haemorrhage trial. Trial comparing early treatment
versus treatment after neurological improvement
Carole Turner – SBNS Research Manager
Peter Hutchinson – SBNS Academic Chair

SBNS Ties and
Scarves

The new designs of the SBNS ties and scarves
were launched at the SBNS Meeting in York and
proved very popular. They will also be available
for sale at the Spring meeting in Newcastle, but
if you cannot wait until then they are available
via the SBNS Office. Please contact Alix Gordon
admin2@sbns.org.uk if you would like to
purchase one (or two/three), we would hate to
run out and disappoint you!

SBNS NeuroOncology Group
Inaugural
meeting in York
The first meeting of the SBNS Tumour
Section was well attended with over 20
delegates and was a great success. Tina
Karabatsou reviewed the work of NCIN with
respect to brain cancer. She emphasized the
large collection of data available and briefly
reviewed some of the studies that have
used these data. For further information
please contact Tina Karabatsou (Tina.
Karabatsou@srft.nhs.uk) or Andy Brodbelt
(Andrew.Brodbelt@thewaltoncentre.nhs.
uk). Paul Grundy focused on the ongoing
issues in commissioning SRS in the UK to
highlight the work of the brain cancer CRG.
For further information please contact Paul
Grundy (paul.grundy@uhs.nhs.uk). Colin
Watts (cw209@cam.ac.uk) then highlighted
the need for surgical leadership in cancer
trials and considered the wide role surgeons
can play. Following on Stephen Price
emphasized the need for a standardised
imaging dataset to allow compatibility of
data across units. Stephen is also the new
chair of the imaging and technology CSG
subgroup. For further information contact
him on (sjp58@cam.ac.uk).
David Coope (David.Coope@manchester.
ac.uk), a senior academic trainee based
in Manchester, and Andrew Brodbelt
(Andrew.Brodbelt@thewaltoncentre.nhs.
uk), a research active consultant, provided
complementary perspectives on how
training in neurosurgical oncology could
be integrated into general neurosurgical
training.
Finally Kathreena Kurian (Kathreena.Kurian@
nbt.nhs.uk) discussed the work of Brain UK
in collating tissue samples including brain
tumour samples.
It is likely that future meeting will involve a
registration fee in order to cover meeting
costs and support visiting speakers. Further
details will follow in due course and all are
welcome.
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SBNS Spring Meeting – 20-22 April 2016
Our colleagues
at the Royal
VictoriaInfirmary,
Newcastle are
delighted to be
hosting the SBNS
Spring Meeting
in April 2016 and
havechosentheiconicSageconferenceandconcert
centre in Gateshead, which is located on the banks
of the Tyne as the conference venue. It has spacious
plenary rooms and a large open and light exhibition
space with views of the Tyne and Newcastle’s most
famous bridges, the Millennium Bridge and the
historic Iron Tyne Bridge.
The Sage has two hotels on its doorstep: The
Hilton and The Jurys Inn. Both are just 5 minutes
walk from the venue, and we will be using these
as the conference hotels.
Keynote speakers include: Randal Chesnut: Prof
Neurosurgery, Seattle - “ICP monitoring- the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth”, Prof
Chris Ham: Chair Kings Fund - “Whither the NHS?”
and Prof. Philippe, Prof of Neurosurgery, Montpelier
- “surgical management of dystonia-dyskinesia
syndroms”
There are also plans to hold Cadaveric courses (Basic
CranialandAdvancedSpinal)ontheTuesdaypriorto
the meeting - places are limited and will be on a first
come first served basis.

The Life Long Learning session will be on Spine,
organised by Adrian Casey, the chair of the
subspecialty group, and will include renowned
speakers in this field.
Attending SBNS meetings is an excellent
opportunity to fulfil external CPD for appraisal
and revalidation as well as for networking and
meeting up with friends and colleagues during
the social events. The Welcome Reception will
be at the Famous Baltic Exchange and the more
formal dinner will be at the newly refurbished
Biscuit Factory & Art Gallery.
For further information and to register please visit
the conference page on the SBNS website and
also please download the SBNS Spring 2016
conference app to your smart phone/computer
www.sbnssage2016.com. The app will have
everything you need to know about the
conference and will be constantly updated in the
lead up to the meeting so you will need to make
updates regularly.

Sub-specialty Meeting
The inaugural meeting of the recently formed
CSF Group will be meeting at the Sage, on the
Tuesday afternoon prior to the conference.
This will be chaired by Professor John Pickard.
Attendance is free but places must be booked.
For further information - please contact
Carole Turner clt29@medschl.cam.ac.uk

SBNS Autumn
2015 - York
The SBNS 2015 Autumn
meeting hosted by our
colleagues at the Hull
Royal Infirmary, in York
was a great success.
Talking Slides - Our AV company, ESW, again
videoed all the oral presentations and have
uploaded them to a website for viewing, so if you
were unable to attend or want a second viewing
you have an opportunity to see the presentations
again. To access the videos please visit http://
sbns.talkingslideshd.com. You will be required
to register and create a password to gain access.
Please use the registration code th76rt5. Viewing
is limited to health care professionals. Once
logged in you can view all the talks presented at
the York Meeting.
It was also the second consecutive meeting at
which the SBNS Conference app was used.
The SBNS would like to thank everyone who
contributed to the meeting, especially our Host,
Mr Bruce Matthew who is now enjoying his
retirement in South Africa.
The standard of presentations was extremely
high and the SBNS Meetings Committee and
Hosts would like to congratulate ALL presenters
for their contributions.

Best Oral Presentation
Mr M.R. Kotter from
Cambridge University
Hospital, for his
abstract entitled:

Photo Book by
Mr John Garfield
The SBNS
Twitter Account
SincethelaunchoftheSBNSTwitteraccount
we now have over 200 followers and a
diverse collection of entries. If you haven’t
already logged on and followed us please
do. We will be using it to post important
information and news.

Happy tweeting!
https://twitter.com/The_SBNS
Follow the SBNS Spring
conference #SBNSNEWC2016
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MrJohnGarfield,retiredneurosurgeonfrom
Southamptonandpassionatephotographer,
has collated a series of pictures of
neurosurgical colleagues taken over many
years.
This wonderful collection is now available
for members through the generosity
of John, who has carefully put this
publication together.
On sale for £10.00 each!

Please contact the SBNS office
for more details. admin@sbns.
org.uk

Changes in the
immune response
after surgical
decompression
in a rat model of
cervical spondylotic
myelopathy.

Best Poster Presentation
Mr M. Okasha from
the Royal Victoria
Infirmary, Newcastle
for his poster entitled:
Do local NHS libraries
support Neurosurgical
training?

Rather than tell you all about the conference as
the saying goes “A picture says a thousand words”
so check out the photos taken during the event
and see if you can spot yourself. http://jalbum.
net/a/1658954
If you wish to have a copy of any of the
images please contact:

John Murray
www.pnjphotography.com
07804 610179
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SBNS Oncology Meeting

Poster Session

Exhibition

Being Enlightened by Prof. David Purdie

Top Scoring papers

The Welcome Reception at the Railway Museum
Opened by the Major of York
President’s dinner

The workers!

Life Long Learning Session
on CJD - Barry White

The Hull Crew!

The Gala dinner
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Dates for your diary
SBNS Meetings
SBNS Spring Meeting 2016
20-22 April 2016
Newcastle
SBNS Autumn Meeting 2016
21-23 September 2016
Telford (Stoke)
SBNS Spring Meeting 2017
29-31 March 2017
Oxford

Other Meetings
The British Neurosurgical Research
Group Meeting
17-18 March 2016
Cambridge
www.aseculap-academia.co.uk
Spring Meeting for Clinician Scientists
in Training
25 February 2016
Royal College of Physicians, London
The British Skull Base Society Meeting
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Birmingham
28th and 29th January 2016
http://tinyurl.com/ord6fhb

The British Neurovascular Group Meeting
Redworth Hall Hotel, County Durham
25th and 26th February 2016
http://tinyurl.com/ndpve43
The London Acute Care Conference
The Royal College of Surgeons of
England, London
2nd and 3rd March 2016
http://tinyurl.com/nfynz54
The British Neurosurgical Research
Group Meeting
University of Cambridge
17th and 18th March 2016
http://tinyurl.com/pted8m2
EANS Young Neurosurgeons’ Meeting
The Royal College of Surgeons of
England, London
7th - 10th April 2016
http://tinyurl.com/p3gtzca
Care of the Critically Ill Neurosurgical
Patient (aimed at ST1 - ST3 only)
7th and 8th July 2016
The Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield
http://tinyurl.com/jbqg4z7
British Society of Neuroradiology
6th - 8th October 2016
The Royal York Hotel, York
www.bsnr.org.uk

6th Liverpool Paediatric Neurosurgery Masterclass
24th and 25th November 2016
Liverpool - venue TBC
www.aesculap-academy.com
SENC 2017 17-19 May 2017

The SBNS and CNS have been invited to participate in the XX1 Meeting of
the Spanish Society of Neurosurgery (SENEC) in Barcelona 17-19 May 2016.
The theme of the meeting will be: Preservation of neurological function:
a must paradigm. On the Friday there will be a special plenary section on
Victor Horsley, organised by Michael Powell, Senior Member of the SBNS.
SBNS Members are also welcome to submit abstracts for the meeting and
attend. Further details will be posted on the SBNS Website in due course.

Please visit the Dates for your Diary section of the SBNS
Website for full details of forthcoming meetings and
courses
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/diary
The SBNS Newsletter is your chance to communicate with your SBNS
colleagues. Contributions are welcome for the next issue due out in the
summer, content will be required by the end of April 2016. Please contact
Suzanne Murray at the SBNS office admin@sbsn.org.uk
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We understand the
gravity of the situation.
Gravitational valves by Miethke

Gravitational valve (r)evolution
Tactile feedback mechanism for easy readjustments
Proven protection from overdrainage and SDH
Wide adjustment range from 0 to 20 cmH2O
No inadvertent readjustments by external magnetic fields
New innovative soft touch instruments
3 Tesla MRI Safe

