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A Message from the
President

Dear Colleagues
The 22nd November last year saw the launch of
the NCEPOD SAH report in London. The
launch was attended by over 120 delegates
including 20 consultant neurosurgeons. This is
the first NCEPOD study to have been proposed
by the SBNS. The aim of the study was to
identify remediable factors in the whole of the
care pathway of subarachnoid haemorrhage
patients. The findings in relation to patients’
tertiary care are not unexpected, but they
have important implications for the delivery of
neurovascular services and important lessons
for all of our other services. On the positive
side the overall care of patients was judged to
be good or acceptable in over 90% of cases.
The principal concerns in those cases judged
to be poor or unacceptable were multiple
delays in treatment, poor planning of
multidisciplinary care, inadequate
documentation and inadequate consenting.
The report emphasised the shortfall in
specialist neurological rehabilitation for both
inpatients and outpatients. The report also
highlighted the patchy availability of definitive
aneurysm treatment at weekends.
In this study 86% of patients underwent
endovascular coiling of their acutely ruptured
aneurysms.
A handful of patients required clipping of
aneurysms that could not be treated by
coiling. These findings have far reaching
implications for the delivery of neurovascular
services. It seems inevitable that the
endovascular intervention rate for acutely
ruptured aneurysms will exceed 90%
nationwide within a few more years, as it

already does in many large, experienced
neurovascular services. Simple aneurysm
surgery has now been consigned to surgical
textbooks. Aneurysm surgery in the future will
involve complex microvascular reconstruction
and bypass. It is important to emphasise that
neurovascular surgery involves far more than
aneurysm clipping and it is essential that
neurosurgeons remain fully engaged with the
provision of both acute and planned
neurovascular care.
In response to the NCEPOD report the SBNS
has agreed to lead the development of a
National SAH Care Pathway which will draw
together standards and guidelines for the
whole of SAH management from diagnosis to
eventual rehabilitation. Those standards will be
incorporated into the National SAH audit which
will be an important part of the Neurosurgical
National Audit Programme. A working party
will be established with our neuro-radiological
colleagues and other stakeholders to
re-examine the training and workforce
planning issues associated with the changes
in clinical practice and the current
medico-political drive to provide 7-day a
week services.
The issues identified in the NCEPOD study are
easily recognisable in many of the other
services that we provide. Tackling delay, poor
planning and communication can be achieved
without substantial additional resources,
providing timely high-quality care should be
our goal for all patients.
This newsletter contains an update on the
progress of the National Audit Programme. It
now seems very likely that the NNAP will be
included in the 2014 Surgical Outcome
Publications managed by HQIP on behalf of
NHS England. I have written to the Chairs,
Chief Executives and Medical Directors of all
trusts and hospitals to inform them of these
developments. We anticipate that the first
publication of neurosurgical outcomes will be
in October 2014.
With best wishes for the New Year.
Yours sincerely,

Richard Nelson
President, SBNS

John Bartlett
It is with great sadness that we report the
death of John Bartlett, on the 6th of January
from prostate cancer. John will be missed by
many members of the SBNS, not only as a
wise and distinguished trainer, but also a true
colleague and friend.
John was one of three consultants at the
Brook unit in Woolwich before it was
amalgamated with the Guy’s Maudsley Unit in
1995 to create the now well established King's
unit, which is hosting the SBNS meeting this
spring.
He was a most gifted and innovative
neurosurgeon, but above all a “doctor” in the
true sense of the word, always putting the
patient first and showing great empathy and
kindness. However, beneath this veil was an
exacting and thorough clinician of absolute
integrity.
John was always keen to embrace and
encourage colleagues to take on new
challenges and techniques. This drive to
engage with new technology helped to
establish CT scanning in its infancy (the Brook
unit installed the world’s 4th CT scanner) as
well as computerised notes and records far
ahead of time. Technically, his operative skill,
especially in tumour surgery, particularly the
handling of meningiomas and acoustic
neuromas was legendary. In the latter part of
his consultant career he also became an
outstanding pituitary surgeon. Despite major
controversy he helped maintain a world
leading functional neurosurgery service at the
Brook Unit. This had to rely on destructive
methods such as the Yttrium seed implant
technique for subcaudate tractotomy for
severe depressive illness, refractory to all other
treatments at the time. It helped many
patients to return to their home environment
rather than remain in institutional care. This
work is often easily forgotten but helped pave
the way for more modern stimulation
techniques used today in the rapidly
developing field of functional neurosurgery.
He served the SBNS faithfully throughout his
career, cumulating in his election as President
prior to his retirement as a senior
neurosurgeon at King's in 1999.
There is no doubt members will wish to extend
their sympathy to his loving wife Cilla, who
was always in the background supporting him
throughout his distinguished career and their 4
children and grandchildren.

R. Gullan
Consultant Neurosurgeon,
Kings College Hospital

supported by

Welcome to
New Members

New SBNS Appointments

The following members were
ratified at the SBNS Business
Meeting held on 26th September
2013 during the SBNS Autumn
Meeting in Colchester.
Associate Full
Caroline Hayhurst
Kaushik Ghosh

Wales
Preston

Associate
Mark Kotter
Aimun Jamjoom

Cambridge
Scotland

Affiliated
Khalid Abbasi
Alex Haworth
Max Kinsky
Tafadzwa Mandiwanza
James Melhorn
Zaitun Zakaria
Ruth Parks
James Avison
Anan Shtaya
Zulfiqar Minhas
Joseph Frantzias

Coventry
Liverpool
London
Dublin
Middlesborough
Dublin
Nottingham
Minim Healthcare
Southampton
London
Edinburgh

International
Pasquale Gallo

Birmingham

Senior
Andras Kemeny

Sheffield

Alistair Jenkins – Newcastle
General Infirmary
SBNS Treasurer

Tom Cadoux-Hudson – Radcliffe
Infirmary, Oxford
Chair of SAC

Alistair graduated in 1980 and did his first
neurosurgical operation just before
Christmas the following year. He trained in
Glasgow, Manchester and Liverpool and
has been a consultant in Newcastle since
1990. His interests include aneurysm
surgery, or what remains of it, paediatrics,
functional neurosurgery and skull base
tumours.

In 1995 Tom was appointed at Radcliffe
Infirmary as an MRC Clinical Scientist and
NHS Consultant. He later converted to a
full time NHS Consultant at the closure of
the MRC Biochemical and Clinical Magnetic
Resonance Spectroscopy Unit in 2000.

As treasurer and thus an SBNS Officer, he
is keen to try to defend neurosurgery from
those wishing to destroy it both from
without and within. Having benefited from
excellent training himself, he would also
like to try and help to rescue and
rehabilitate training.
A recent survey showed that accountants
have the highest levels of job satisfaction,
hence his application for the post. He
hopes not to be disappointed.

WFNS Honours

SAC Vacancies

The SBNS are pleased to announce that
at the recent WFNS Congress in Seoul,
two senior SBNS members received
honours: Prof. David Thomas was
appointed as the Parliamentarian of the
Federation and Prof. Lindsay Symon was
the first recipient of the Samii Medal of
Honour.

The SAC in Neurosurgery is advertising
for a new SAC member. The deadline for
applying is 31st January 2014.
Further details including job description,
person specifications and application
form are available via the JCST website
http://www.jcst.org/sac_members

Revalidation
The RCSEng, RCS Ed, RCP Glasgow and FSSA have produced a leaflet to highlight the
services and guidance offered by the colleges and speciality associations to surgeons.
The leaflet can be downloaded from the SBNS website CPD/Revalidation page
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/education-and-training/cpd/
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He was originally on the SAC as the Junior
Rep in the early 1990’s and later returned
as SBNS rep in 2003 and liaison member
to East Anglia. Shortly after this,
Mr R Cowie, then Chairman of the
Neurosurgery Exam Board, suggested
that he apply to be an examiner. The
formation of PMETB forced changes in the
FRCS exam system and he was asked to
lead the MCQ writing group. These
changes have, with the help of a wide
group of younger and enthusiastic
consultants and under the chairmanship of
Owen Sparrow, created a robust exam
which is sensitive to changes in syllabus
and specific to the knowledge required to
be a ‘day one consultant’. He has recently
demitted as Chairman of the Exam Board
and Bill Taylor has taken on the mantle.
Training in neurosurgery remains a
challenge and new training techniques
such as simulation are upon us.
As the incoming Chairman of the SAC in
neurosurgery, he is keen to develop a
system that will identify good training
events and remove poor training events.
He also wants to encourage the ST2, ST3
and ST4 trainees to participate in greater
knowledge acquisition.

Secretary to the Neurosurgical
National Selection Board
We are pleased to announce that Mr Ian
Kamaly has been re-appointed to lead the
National Selection in 2014. Mr Peter Whitfield
has been appointed as his successor for 2015
and will act as his deputy for the next year.

Academic Update, A Quartet of Professors
British neurosurgery has a strong track
record of academic endeavour. Recent
evidence has shown that Britain ranks 4th in
overall neurosurgical research output and
2nd in randomised clinical trials worldwide, a
major achievement given the numbers of
neurosurgeons relative to other countries.1
This success has been achieved by both
academic and NHS surgeons across several
neurosurgical units. Recently, there have
been four new professorial appointments
within the UK that aim to further enhance
the reputation of British academic
neurosurgery.
Liam Gray was
appointed as
Professor of
Neurosurgery in
Cardiff in 2012.
His research
interests include
structural and
functional brain
repair using
endogenous and
transplanted
stem cell therapy in neurodegenerative
diseases (Co-investigator REPAIRHD –
FP7 €6M), epilepsy (FLAME – ERUK),
glioma stem cell biology (EPSRC) and
intraoperative imaging of brain tissue
(NIHR funded). His research group
spans cell biology to clinical drug and
device trials. He is chair of the SBNS
Academic Committee, SAC member and
lead for academic training, ILAE UK
Council Member, Vice Chair of the ERUK
Scientific Advisory Committee and
member of the NC3R’s working group on
epilepsy. His specialist interests are in
epilepsy surgery and neuro-oncology.

Andrew King
was appointed as
Professor of
Neurosurgery in
Manchester in
2012. His research
interests include
all aspects of
neurovascular
disease, including
subarachnoid
haemorrhage and intracerebral
haemorrhage. This work spans the
whole range of translational research
working with colleagues including the
scientists Prof. Nancy Rothwell and Prof.
Stuart Allan, academic stroke physicians
Prof. Pippa Tyrrell and Dr Adrian ParryJones and neurosurgeons Mr H Patel
and Mr James Galea. His research team
has won multiple grants totalling nearly
£3 million, including 3 Medical Research
Council awards. Outside of vascular
work his research work is in head injury
and skull base surgery, the latter
running alongside his clinical
subspecialty interest of skull base
surgery. He is a member of the
academic subcommittee of the SBNS.
Marios
Papadopoulos
was appointed as
Professor of
Neurosurgery at St
George’s in London
in 2013. His
research interests
include the role of
water channels
(aquaporins) in
brain and spinal cord oedema, cell

Reference
1. Hauptman JS, Chow DS, Martin NA, Itagaki MW. Research productivity in neurosurgery: trends in
globalization, scientific focus and funding. J Neurosurg. 2011 Dec;115(6):1262-72. doi:
10.3171/2011.8.JNS11857. Epub 2011 Aug 26.

Norman Dott
Medal Winner
Mr Tim Jones, was awarded the
Norman Dott Medal for the
outstanding performance in the
FRCS(SN) examination during
2013. The medal is awarded
annually by the Board of
Examiners and will be presented
to him at the Gala dinner of the
SBNS Spring Meeting on the 27th
March 2014. Winners of the
Norman Dott Medal also receive
the Marjorie Newsome
Fellowship, which provides for a
six week observership at the
Barrow Institute, Phoenix,
Arizona and for attendance at the
AANS congress.

SBNS Medal
The SBNS Medal was awarded to Mr Jason Brice
during the Gala dinner at the SBNS Autumn
meeting in Colchester for his services to British
Neurosurgery.
The next SBNS Medal will be presented to
Professor Charles Polkey at the SBNS Spring
Meeting in March 2014 at the Old Naval College,
Greenwich
Anyone wishing to put
forward a nomination for
the next SBNS Medal
should contact Suzanne
Murray at the SBNS office.
Mr R Nelson and
Mr J Brice

migration, tumour cell infiltration and
neuromyelitis optica. His group has
recently developed a novel method for
monitoring intraspinal pressure after
spinal cord injury (analogous to
monitoring intracranial pressure after
brain injury). His clinical interests are
general neurosurgery with subspecialist
interest in spinal and vascular
neurosurgery.
Peter Hutchinson
was appointed as
Professor of
Neurosurgery in
Cambridge and
NIHR Research
Professor to
commence in
January 2014. His
research interests
include traumatic brain injury (Chief
Investigator of the MRC / NIHR funded
www.rescueicp.com decompressive
study), multimodality monitoring in
neuro-critical care and functional
imaging (grant income of £5.7m as the
lead applicant, 175 publications cited in
PubMed). He is a SBNS council member,
Chair of the Neurotrauma Group and
member of the NICE head injury
guidelines committee, Neurosurgical
Speciality Lead for the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, a member of the
Secretary of State for Transport’s
Honorary Medical Advisory Panel on
Driving and Disorders of the Nervous
System and a Vice President of the
European Association of Neurological
Surgeons.

Congratulations
Great Expectations II
… The Sequel
Alix Gordon, SBNS
Administrator, is
expecting her 2nd
child at the end of
March and will be
going on
maternity leave in
February. Alix
already has a
baby girl, Amelie,
baby no. 2 is going to be a boy! We
wish her and her husband, Jamie, all
the best.
We have appointed a locum
administrator to cover her role whilst
she is on maternity leave. Her name is
Danielle Bailey and she starts work with
us on the 13th January. Her email
address will be admin3@sbns.org.uk.
She will deal with Membership, Finance,
registration and exhibition queries for
the conferences.
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New Guidelines for the Management of Prolonged Disorders of
Consciousness Including the Vegetative State.
The Royal College of
Physicians has just published
(18.12.2013) a new set of
guidelines for the management
of patients in the vegetative
state and other prolonged
disorders of consciousness.
These guidelines update the
RCP’s previous report on the
vegetative state of 2003.

• The variation in practice and
uncertainties over end-of-life and
legal processes throughout the UK in
the light of the Mental Capacity Act
of 2005
The Guidelines lay out for clinicians,
service providers and commissioners
what constitutes best practice within
the existing legal framework, to enable
them to fulfil their various responsibilities
to the patient and their family.
The five sections are devoted to

There were three drivers for change:

• Definitions and criteria for diagnosis

• The high misdiagnosis rate of VS,
Minimally Conscious State and
locked-in syndrome in non-specialist
centres

• Clinical assessment and monitoring

• The potential roll-out into clinical
practice of the exciting discoveries
around covert cognition and its
detection using fMRI, PET, EEG and
TMS-EEG being pursued in
Cambridge, Liege, New York, London
and Ontario

• Care pathway from acute to
longer-term management
• Ethical and medicolegal issues
• End of life issues
From the neurosurgery perspective,
there is an excellent description of how
to assess and examine a patient in

PDOC and the traps to avoid including
treatable conditions such as syndrome
of the trephined and late posttraumatic hydrocephalus. Such
conditions may retard or reverse
recovery. Unfortunately, cranioplasty
and shunts for these patients may be
followed by serious complications,
some of which may be averted by
obsessional attention to detail and
consultant-led operations.
A major conclusion of the report is that
patients in PDOC should be assessed
for at least 3 months in a specialist
centre if the misdiagnosis rate is to be
reduced and avoidable secondary
problems averted. There is considerable
interest worldwide in the study of
covert cognition in PDOC patients but
the technology is not yet ready for
routine clinical care. However, progress
is rapid so these guidelines may need
to be revisited in 5 years time.
Professor John Pickard (Member
of RCP Working Party).

Neurosurgical National Audit Programme (NNAP)
NNAP Governance Committee
The SBNS Neurosurgical National Audit
Programme is gathering momentum
and a few important developments
have occurred over the last couple of
months. The membership of NNAP
Governance Committee has been
confirmed, comprising representatives
from all SBNS nations, an academic
advisor, an external medical advisor
and a lay member. The Committee will
oversee the quality assurance of the
programme, liaise with regional units
and advise on the management of
outliers, publish reports and
communicate with public bodies.
Separate committees will manage
audits and benchmarking based on
national datasets including HES data,
cancer registries and a full range of
subspecialty audits.
NNAP Informatics Partner
In order to develop the high-level
generic aspects of NNAP, the SBNS has
chosen to partner with University
Hospitals Birmingham Health
Informatics Department. The
Informatics Team will provide technical
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and statistical services including the
analysis of SUS and HES data together
with the linkage of that data to local
audits and SBNS specialist audits. The
partnership will also support the
provision of benchmarking data and
reports at unit, team and individual
surgeon level.
SBNS Neurosurgical Managers
Network
The SBNS is also looking to establish
an SBNS-Neurosurgical Managers
Network. The SBNS has hosted
neuroscience managers and
commissioners at the Annual Safe
Neurosurgery Conference in past
years. The recent changes in
commissioning structures in England
and the establishment of the
Neurosurgical National Audit
Programme strengthens the case for
closer and more frequent ties. The
SBNS proposes to formalise links by
establishing an SBNS Neurosurgical
Managers Network with six-monthly
meetings, regular NNAP electronic
newsletters and a discussion board on
the SBNS website. We will also be

promoting local unit audit officers to
take forward the practical aspects of
the implementation of the NNAP.
Neurosurgical National Implant
Registry
Another important component of NNAP
will be the formation of a Neurosurgical
National Implant Registry. The well
established UK Shunt Registry has
recently been transferred onto an
electronic platform to allow for
web-based data acquisition and
management. The BSSFN is now
developing a registry for DBS implants.
The Nuffield Council for Bioethics has
requested that the SBNS ensure all
new implant technologies are carefully
monitored through comprehensive
registries. While all such registries will
remain separately managed by the
sponsoring specialist body, the SBNS
proposes to bring them together under
the umbrella of a Neurosurgical
National Implant Registry. Further
updates on the progress of this
registry will follow in due course.

NICE Update
NICE guidance is an important
supportive and safety aspect of clinical
practice and also an essential part of the
commissioning process. Our Society
interacts with NICE to provide expert
advice in the development of the
various types of guidance.
We need to congratulate Barrie White
(Nottingham) on being appointed for a
further three year period as the Vice
Chair of the NICE Interventional
Procedure Advisory Committee. He has
served in this role with great distinction
and the appointment is well deserved.
We all have an important role to play in
ensuring that NICE is kept informed
regarding new interventions in
neurosurgical practice, which may merit
evaluation regarding safety and efficacy
and to alert NICE regarding new
evidence which is available on existing
guidance which would trigger a review

of the recommendations. Please contact
me (nihalgurusinghe@aol.com) and the
lead of the relevant sub-specialty group
(with a copy to Suzanne Murray) if you
have any such information or if you are
interested in being an expert advisor.
Clinical Guidelines
The Clinical guidelines on Head Injury
(last update 2007) and Low Back Pain
(2009) are being updated and the
Society has provided expert comments
to inform these guidelines.
Nuffield Council for Bioethics the
recent report from this group relates
to the governance and safety issues
of the expanding field of
neuro-technologies including
trans-cranial brain and magnetic
stimulation, deep brain stimulation,
brain-computer interface (BCI) and
neural stem cell therapy. It will be of

interest to colleagues especially those
who have a sub-specialty expertise in
functional neurosurgery.
(www.nuffieldbioethics.org)
NICE Fellowships
NICE Fellows are senior health and
social care leaders who are
ambassadors for the Institute at
regional and national levels and among
their professional groups and peers.
Over the course of their three year
fellowship they are expected to build a
network of influential professionals who
will support NICE in the implementation
of its guidance, driving up the quality of
care delivered and encouraging the
adoption of cost effective innovation
into practice. Further information is
available on the NICE website.
Nihal Gurusinghe
SBNS NICE Co-ordinator

Interventional Procedures
Please note the following recent guidance:
IPG450

Percutaneous electrical nerve stimulation for refractory neuropathic pain

Mar 2013

Normal

IPG451

Peripheral nerve-field stimulation for chronic low back pain

Mar 2013

Special

IPG452

Occipital nerve stimulation for intractable chronic migraine

Apr 2013

Special

IPG458

Mechanical clot retrieval for the treatment of acute ischaemic stroke

Jul 2013

Other
(see guidance)

IPG468

Phrenic nerve transfer in brachial plexus injury

Request for Case Reports
ebrain is calling for authors to write
an ebrain case report. Would you be
able to help?
The case report of the month is
designed as an educational item;
learners will progress through a
series of pages deciding how to
manage a patient. Get the
management correct and the patient
will get better, get the management

wrong and the patient may suffer.
It is a very powerful way of learning.
Cases should be challenging but not
exceptionally rare.
Authors do not need technical
expertise, all content is simply written
in powerpoint and will then be
converted by the technical team into
the virtual patient format.

Nov 2013

Normal

Authors can cite these cases as
electronic publications. More details
and a sample case report can be
found at
http://www.ebrainjnc.com/contribute.html

Do let me know if you think you can
help.
Simon Thomson
Clinical Lead for eBrain
Simon.thomson@leedsth.nhs.uk
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Spring Meeting 2014
Hosted by Kings College Hospital
Oval Cricket Ground, London

26th - 28th March 2014
www.sbns.org.uk

Hunterian Lecture
Mr Stuart Smith has been awarded the
RCS England Hunterian Professorship
and we are honoured that he has chosen
the SBNS Spring meeting to present his
lecture which will take place on
Wednesday 26th March in the afternoon.
Colleagues from Kings College Hospital,
London are delighted to be hosting the
SBNS Spring Meeting and look forward
to welcoming you to South London in
March. The meeting will be held at the
world famous Oval Cricket Ground, home
to Surrey County Cricket Club. The
venue has modern conference facilities,
is easily accessible from all over the UK
and has the added bonus of a wonderful
view of the cricket pitch.
The abstract submission line is now
closed. If you submitted an abstract you
will be notified if it has been selected for
presentation by email at the end of
January.
Subspecialty Group
The British Society for Stereotactic and
Functional Neurosurgery will be running
a session on Functional Neurosurgery on
Tuesday afternoon, 25th March at the
venue for their members, but other
SBNS Members are welcome to attend.
Details of how to register and a full
programme will be available on the
conference page later in the New Year.
Programme
Main Meeting 26th - 28th March
2014
We have a full and varied programme
planned. As well as oral/poster
presentations from the abstracts
submitted other highlights include:
The Life Long Learning Session
on Neurotrauma Chaired by
Prof. P Hutchinson and Prof. A Strong
10:30 - 13:00 on Wednesday 26th March.
The Allied Health Professional Session
held at the Autumn Meeting in
Colchester was a great success and will
be repeated at this meeting. It will be
organised by the AHP team at Kings
College. The SBNS offer two FREE
registration places for Allied Health
workers from each unit to attend the
SBNS meeting. To obtain a free place
please contact your Unit Liaison Officer
in your unit and ask them to nominate
you. To find out who your ULO is, click
here http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/
neurosurgical-units/ulos/
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work and no play and we have arranged
some interesting social events.
Welcome Reception
Wednesday 26th March 2014
Globe Theatre Exhibition
The Welcome Reception will be held at

Guest Speakers:
The Victor Horsley Lecture will be
delivered by Anthony Strong, Professor
of Neurosurgery, Kings College Hospital.
The Sir Geoffrey Jefferson Lecture
will be delivered by Ross Bullock,
Professor of Neurotrauma, University of
Miami
The Sir Hugh Cairns Lecture will be
delivered by Kevin Warwick, Professor of
Cybernetics, University of Reading
Breakfast Seminar Topics
Thursday 27th March - Endoscopic
Neurosurgery
Friday 28th March - Neuro-Oncology
Business Meetings
The SBNS and BNTA Business meetings
will be held on Thursday 27th March. The
Agenda and papers will be sent to
members a few weeks before the
meeting.

the Globe Theatre Exhibition Centre on
the Southbank. The gathering is an
opportunity for the hosts to welcome
you to the meeting and for you to
socialise with colleagues, eat, drink and
be merry while viewing the exhibits.
Dress code is smart casual
(this event is included in your
registration fee).
Gala Dinner
Thursday 27th March 2014
0ld Naval College, Painted Hall
The Gala dinner will be held in the world

Trade Exhibition
There will be an extensive trade
exhibition throughout the three day
event, giving delegates an opportunity to
find out what’s new in the field of
neurosurgical equipment and to speak
directly to the exhibitors.
Eventpad
Eventpad will get its second outing at
this meeting and all registered delegates
will be handed an ipad which will be
linked into our own network and WiFi.
This exciting innovation will enable a
highly interactive experience for the
presentation of conference information
and will contain: a full programme, print
offs of the abstracts, information on the
venue, speakers, trade exhibition,
sponsors, social events and much more.

famous Painted Hall at the Old Naval
College, Greenwich. This magnificent
building is steeped in history and is the
perfect setting for a formal gala dinner.
The dress code is black tie. Tickets are
£75.00, partners are welcome. Please
book early to avoid disappointment.

Registration
The registration line will open mid
January.

We look forward to seeing you in
March. Please visit the Kings
conference page on the SBNS Website

Accommodation
All accommodation should be booked
through Intouch International to get the
best rates. This service is FREE.
As with all SBNS Meetings it's not all

http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/sbnsspring-meeting-2014-kings/

which will be regularly updated with
information in the lead up to the
conference.

SBNS Autumn Meeting 2013

Electronic Copies of the Group photo can be obtained on request from the SBNS Office

The SBNS Autumn meeting was hosted
by the Essex Neuroscience Centre and
was a great success, thanks to the
renowned guest speakers, the thought
provoking breakfast seminars, debate
session and of course excellent
presentations from the abstracts
submitted. It was also the first
meeting to move into the electronic
age by introducing an electronic
programme via an ipad. It took some
getting used to, but by the end of the
meeting most delegates got to grips
with it and we plan to continue the
trial at the spring meeting and make
more use of its interactive facilities.
The following prizes were awarded at
the meeting.

Best Oral Presentation
Mr J D Pesic-Smith
from the Royal Victoria
Infirmary, Newcastle
for his abstract
entitled:
“Complications
following cranioplasty
in 166 patients in the Northeast of
England”.

Best Poster Presentation
Mr K Bhatt from
Imperil College,
London for his
presentation entitled:
“Axonal regeneration
into a honeycomb
collagen sponge
combined with bone marrow stromal
cells in the injured spinal cord”.

Way is Essex”, we were treated to
fresh oysters on Mersea Island
Vineyard at the Welcome Reception
and historical culture at Layer Marney
Tower for the Gala dinner. However,
the SBNS President could not resist
reciting some Essex jokes during his
speech at the Gala dinner, but I am
sure the colleagues at the unit have
forgiven him for lowering the tone!

British Journal of Neurosurgery
Prize
Ms M Werndle from
St. George’s University
of London for her
presentation entitled:
“Measurement and
Optimisation of Spinal
Cord Perfusion
Pressure in Acute Spinal Cord Injury”.

The Unconfirmed Minutes of the SBNS
AGM have been emailed to full and
senior members and are also available
for downloading from the SBNS
website.

All three winners have been invited to
attend the gala dinner at the Spring
SBNS meeting in March where they will
be presented with a certificate from
the President of the SBNS.
Congratulations to all.
The social events were also a great
success and gave delegates a real
insight into what Essex has to offer.
Instead of the stereotypes of white
stilettos, Essex Jokes and “The Only

At this meeting we also introduced an
Exhibition Prize for the delegate that
visited the most stands and the winner
of the “very expensive” bottle of
champagne was Louise Steele. At the
next Kings meeting it could be you! So
make sure you make a point of visiting
all the stands.
Thank you to everyone who
contributed to make the meeting such
a success: Colleagues from the host
Unit, trade sponsors, the AV team
(ESW), the eventpad team and
everyone who attended and presented
and last but not least the lead host
Jonathan Pollock and the registration
desk helpers Michelle and Pauline.
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Dates For Your Diary
SBNS Spring Meeting 2014
Hosted by Kings College Hospital, London
26th - 28th March 2014 at the Oval Cricket Ground
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/sbns-spring-meeting-2014kings/
SBNS Autumn Meeting 2014
Hosted by University Hospitals, Coventry and Warwickshire
17th - 19th September 2014 at the Heritage Motor Centre
(Abstract line will be open in April 2014)

21st March 2014
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh’s Annual President’s Meeting and
Audit Symposium on ‘Emergency Surgery in the 21st Century’
http://presmeeting.rcsed.ac.uk/#sthash.7m6zCRHQ.dpuf
1st - 4th April 2014
BritSpine 2014
http://www.britspine.com/Pages/BritSpine.html
5th April 2014
Charing Cross Symposium 2014
EANS Young Neurosurgeons' Meeting
http://www.cxvascular.com/cxsymposium

SBNS Spring Meeting 2015
Hosted by Wessex Neurological Centre, Southampton
22th-24th April 2015
at Southampton FC

1st - 4th May 2014
4th Annual EANS Young Neurosurgeons’
The Royal College of Surgeons of England, London
https://uk.aesculapacademy.com/go/?action=AkadEventData&event_id=362724&evdate=362728

30th - 31st January 2014
The British Skull Base Society Meeting
Hotel Russell, London https://uk.aesculapacademy.com/go/?action=AkadEventData&event_id=357590&evdate=357606

4th - 7th May 2014
24th Biennial Congress of the (ESPN 2014)
www.angelicumcongress.it#sthash.LeXndfjS.dpuf

10th February 2014
Cauda Equina Syndrome Educational Conference
http://www.caudaequinauk.com/welcome.php
28th February 2014
Preparing to be a Consultant Surgeon
B. Braun Business Centre, Sheffield
https://uk.aesculapacademy.com/go/?action=AkadEventData&event_id=362078&evdate=362081
6th and 7th March 2014
The British Neurosurgical Research Group Meeting
Marriott Hotel City Centre, Liverpool
https://uk.aesculapacademy.com/go/?action=AkadEventData&event_id=362331&evdate=362398

18th June 2014
The 2nd World Arterio-Venous Malformation Congress
www.avm2014.org#sthash.MvMIevT7.dpuf
18th - 19th November 2014
The 7th Approaches to the Cranial Compartment
http://www.rcsed.ac.uk/education/courses-and-events/book-acourse.aspx#sthash.FMzs67Mp.dpuf
Please visit the Dates for your Diary Section of the SBNS Website
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/diary/ for full details of all
forthcoming courses and meetings.
The Newsletter is your chance to communicate with your SBNS colleagues and
contributions are welcome for the next issue. Please contact:
Suzanne Murray
SBNS Senior Administrator
admin@sbns.org.uk

We understand the gravity
of the situation.
Gravitational valves by Miethke.
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