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Mr Alistair Jenkins, SBNS President 2020 – 2022 – October
There are probably easier times to be starting as SBNS president, especially when the
social side of Neurosurgery is one of your main drivers, but I am looking forward to
working with Council to keep the Society relevant and exciting to all members starting with our first, and I hope our only, virtual conference!

Mr Neil Kitchen, SBNS Immediate Past President 2018-2020 – September
Neil kitchen is the demitting SBNS President. After leading the organisation over the
last 2 years Neil is planning to concentrate on clinical neurosurgery and mentoring. He
will be immediate Past-President for the next 1 year and remaining on the SBNS
Executive Committee and Council. He looks forward to being available to incoming
President Alistair Jenkins and Council as needed.

Mr Nick Phillips – Vice President 2018 -2021 September
Chair of the National Neurosurgical Audit Programme
GIRFT Represenative
RCSEng Council Rep 2015
Nick is a consultant neurosurgeon at Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust. He has
worked in Leeds since 1997 and was clinical director for seven years.
His clinical interests are in endoscopic skull base surgery and radiosurgery, and he has
contributed to national policy in radiosurgery. He is interested in quality improvement
and outcomes, and the reporting of outcomes, and has published in this field.
A council member of the Royal College of Surgeons and the Society of British Neurosurgeons, Nick is also the lead for
the National Neurosurgical Audit Programme and a member of the Invited Review Mechanism of the Royal College of
Surgeons. He is the Expert Working Group (EWG) member for the Neurosurgery Casemix service of NHS Digital
and Neurosurgery Advisor to HRG Development.
Nick studied Neurochemistry and Molecular Biology at the University of London before gaining a MBChB from the
University of Edinburgh. He has the old style FRCS and the intercollegiate exam in Surgical Neurology (FRCS(SN)).

Mr Nigel Mendoza – SBNS Treasurer 2019 -2023 January
Chairman of The Neurosurgical Foundation (TFN) September 20219
Nigel Mendoza has been a Consultant Neurosurgeon at Charing Cross Hospital, Imperial
College Healthcare NHS Trust in London since 1995. His neurosurgery practice is based
around pituitary and skull base surgery (including trigeminal neuralgia and acoustic
neuromas). His surgical expertise also includes minimally invasive techniques, extended
endoscopic approaches to the skull base and stereotactic radiosurgery.
He continues to couple his clinical practice with his commitment to teaching and the
development of higher surgical trainees. He is actively involved in medical education
within his department as well being a regular attendee of national and international
neurosurgical meetings.

Mr Paul Grundy – SBNS Honorary Secretary 2019 -2023 Sept
Paul Grundy is a consultant neurosurgeon and acting Medical Director at University
Hospital Southampton NHS FT. He has a clinical practice dedicated to adult cranial
neuro-oncology with particular interests in day-case, short-stay surgery, awake
craniotomy and shared decision making. He is president elect (VP) of BNOS, honorary
secretary of SBNS and NHSEI neurosciences CRG vice-chair, SRS ERG chair and lead of
the national neurosurgical service transformation program.

Prof. Mark Wilson - Meetings Secretary 2016 -2021 Sept
& Trauma Lead
Mark Wilson is a Neurosurgeon at Imperial College NHS Trust and HEMS Doctor for
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance. He is also Hon Professor of Brain Injury at
Imperial College and Hon Professor of Pre-Hospital Care within the Royal College of
Surgeons Edinburgh. His research interest is traumatic and hypoxic brain injury. He
co-founded and is medical director of GoodSAM (www.goodsamapp.org).

Ms Katie Gilkes – Meetings Secretary 2016 -2021 Sept
Katie Gilkes is a consultant neurosurgeon at the Walton Centre, Liverpool. She was
appointed in 2011 and specialises in skull base and pituitary surgery.

ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mr Peter Whitfield - 2019 – 2024 September
Peter is a Consultant Neurosurgeon at University Hospitals NHS Trust Plymouth. He
has wide-ranging clinical interests including, trauma, neurovascular surgery and
neuro-oncology. He has published widely, including editing the Neuroanatomy
Section of Gray’s Surgical Anatomy and a book on Traumatic Brain Injury. Peter is
committed to the delivery of training and was Chair of the SAC in Neurosurgery 20172020 with responsibility for the re-writing of the Curriculum. He has previously been
the Secretary and Chairman of the National Neurosurgery Selection Board and is a
member of the Spinal TIG Panel and the Interventional Neuroradiology (Acute Stroke)
Credential Project Board. He has been involved in addressing Workforce Planning
issues within the speciality. Peter examines at many levels (MRCS, FRCS, and
International FRCS) and is Chairman of the European Board Examination (FEBNS).
Prof. Andrew King - 2019 - 2024 July
MBBS, London 1988, FRCS, England 2002, FRCS (Surgical Neurology) 2007
Andrew King was appointed as a consultant neurosurgeon in Manchester in 1998. He
trained in neurosurgery in Cambridge, London and Manchester after qualifying from
The Royal London Hospital Medical College, University of London.
His clinical subspecialty interest is skull base surgery. He is past President of the British
Skull Base Society which, during his tenure as President, hosted the World Skull Base
Congress in 2012 and started the National Acoustic Neuroma Database- the largest of
its kind in the world.
He was appointed Professor of Neurosurgery at the University of Manchester in 2012.
His research interests include subarachnoid haemorrhage and skull base pathology.
Mr Crispin Wigfield – 2019 -2024 December
Crispin graduated in medicine from the University of Birmingham having intercalated
in Pharmacology. His research focussing on cervical spinal biomechanics led to the
award of MD. Crispin also holds a Masters degree in Social Innovation from the
University of Cambridge Judge Business School. Crispin specialises in adult spinal
neurosurgery based at Southmead Hospital in Bristol and completed 5 years as
Divisional Clinical Director for Neurological & Musculoskeletal Sciences, work that
included oversight of the Major Trauma Centre and the Bristol Centre for
Enablement.
Newly appointed Treasurer of the Joint Neuroscience Council (JNC)

Ms Joan Grieve - 2018 -2023 February
I was appointed as a Consultant Neurosurgeon at Queen Square in 2002, having
completed my neurosurgical training at Atkinson Morley’s Hospital and on the North
Thames rotation. I initially specialized in pituitary and neurovascular surgery,
although more recently have focused on pituitary surgery alone.
During my time at Queen Square, I have played a key role in the management of the
department as Clinical Lead for 6 years, overseeing the amalgamation of the Royal Free
and Queen Square neurosurgical units, resulting in a single site providing services to
the North London Central sector.
I have taken a keen interest in education and mentoring, both within the department
and as a mentor through the London Deanery. I am committed to ensuring that, as
the emphasis becomes more focused on a consultant delivered service, neurosurgical
training in the UK continues to produce high quality, competent and compassionate
NHS consultant neurosurgeons.
It was, and remains so, a great honour and privilege to have been elected to the SBNS council in 2018. We face
considerable challenges which include, amongst others, the ever-changing expectations of our roles as doctors, seven
day working and providing the best training we can for our juniors, whilst ensuring high quality and safe care of
our patients. I continue to strive to contribute all that I can towards achieving our mutual goals.

Prof.Ian Kamaly –Asl – 2018 -2023 February
Ian Kamaly-Asl is a full time paediatric neurosurgeon based at Royal Manchester
Children’s Hospital. His neurosurgical training was in the North Western Deanery
followed by fellowships at Harvard Medical School/Boston Children’s Hospital and The
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He was appointed to his current post in 2005. He
holds an honorary chair from The University of Manchester Academic Health Sciences
Centre.
Ian is the neurosurgical lead for the paediatric neuro-oncology and paediatric
neurovascular services and receives national and international patient referrals for
these conditions.
For his leadership roles, Ian is an elected member of the Society of British Neurological
Surgeons council and is the national lead for Bullying and Undermining. He is a past chairman of the British Paedi]atric
Neurosurgical Group, member of the Paediatric Neurosciences Clinical Reference Group and deputy clinical director of
the North West Neurosciences Operational Delivery Network.
Ian has undertaken various national roles in surgical education including member of the Neurosurgery Specialist
Advisory Committee and National lead for simulation in neurosurgery. He was previously secretary to the
Neurosurgical National Selection Board and Training Programme Director of the North Western Deanery.
Ian has an active programme of clinical and basic science research. He is the principal investigator for several
national/international studies and has extensively published in peer reviewed journals, book chapters, national
guidelines and presented over 100 papers at national/international meetings. Ian is the only surgeon member of the
National Cancer Research Institute Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia Clinical Studies Group.

Mr Stephen Cooke - 2017 -2022 July
Steve Cooke is a Neurosurgeon in Belfast with subspecialty interest in skull base
surgery. He qualified from Queen’s University Belfast in 1981 and undertook Basic
Surgical Training in Northern Ireland before starting Neurosurgical training in
Manchester. He was appointed Consultant Neurosurgeon in 1996 and since that time
has undertaken various management and training roles, including Clinical Director. He
is RCS Eng. Regional Representative for Neurosurgery and a council member of
SBNS. He has a strong interest in legal aspects of medical practice and is a council
member of the Northern Ireland Medico-legal Society.

Mr Matt Radatz - 2017 -2022 Jan
Born in Berlin, I studied Medicine at the “Free University of Berlin”. My Neurosurgical
Training took place at major teaching institutions in Berlin, Sheffield and Oxford.
I was appointed to my current position as consultant neurosurgeon in May 1999 in
Sheffield. I have been Lead Clinician, Program Training Director and Member of the
Specialist Advisory Committee for Neurosurgery as well as Chair of the Radiosurgery
CRG.
I am the Regional RCS Rep for Yorkshire and Humber, Director and Lead Clinician of the
National Centre for Gamma Knife Radiosurgery in Sheffield and currently on the Council
of the SBNS and President of the British Radiosurgery Society.
Specialist interests spinal surgery and radiosurgery.

Prof. Christos Tolias - 2016 -2021 October
Mr Tolias has been a consultant Neurosurgeon at King’s College Hospital, London
since 2005. He has a PhD in Biological Sciences from the University of Warwick and
extensive research experience. He specializes in neurovascular pathologies: surgery of
cerebral aneurysms, arteriovenous malformations, cavernomas and dural fistulas and
rare conditions like Moya Moya. He has one of the largest series of aneurysm
surgeries in the UK currently (NNAP). He also performed the first ELANA bypass in the
UK. Alongside his subspecialty interest Mr Tolias has also an active spinal practice
dealing with problems of the cervical and lumbar spine. He is the director of the first
Royal College of Surgeons of England accredited National Neurovascular Surgical
Fellowship based at King’s. He has published over 65 papers in peer reviewed
journals. Mr Tolias has served as SBNS Meetings secretary and is now an elected
member of the Council.
Mr Surajit Basu - 2016 - 2021 October
Consultant, Head and Research Lead
Hon. Clin. Asst. Professor
Nottingham University Hospital NHS Trust
Member of East Midlands Clinical Senate and Neurosurgery Clinical Research
Network.
Society of British Neurosurgeon, Executive Council Member,
NNAP Lead for Infections,
Neurosurgical representative to the Royal College of Surgeons CORESS Advisory
Board.
Member of the board, lead oral questions and examiner, Intercollegiate Board of
Examination in Neurosurgery.
Consultant Neurosurgeon since 2005, with expertise in Deep brain stimulation,
epilepsy surgeries, and neurosurgical solutions to neuralgias, neuropathic pain and spasticity.
Clinical and lab based research interest in the areas of expertise, electromodulation of brain tumours, functional
neuroimaging and neuronavigation.
Have lead the SBNS statement on Duty of Candour. Guidance to members on implementation of NICE infection
advises, developing a deliverable protocol for measuring national neurosurgical infection burden.
Interest in patient reported outcome tools, clinical governance, service development, exploration of translatable health
technology in patient care, teaching and professional assessment.
Prof. Colin Watts - 2016-2021 October
Professor Watts qualified from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne and trained in
neurosurgery in Cambridge and London where he completed his specialist training in
2004. He was awarded his doctorate from the University of Cambridge in 1999 and
appointed as an MRC Clinician Scientist in 2004. He became a HEFCE Clinical Senior
Lecturer in 2010 and was appointed Associate Professor in Neurosurgical Oncology,
University of Cambridge, in 2016. Colin moved to Birmingham in March 2018 and leads
the newly established Brain Cancer Program at the University of Birmingham. He has
published over 160 papers, articles, book chapters and reviews and serves on the
editorial boards of Neuro-oncology and the European Journal of Surgical Oncology. He
has received over £8M research funding as an academic consultant and was awarded
the SNO translational research prize in 2013 for his work in evolutionary genomics of
glioblastoma.

EXOFFICIO MEMBERS
Mr Simon Thomson – SAC Chair 2020 – 2023 – February
Mr Thomson is a Consultant Neurosurgeon and Associate Professor in Leeds
specialising in Neuroncology and Spinal surgery. He is the chief investigator of the
FORVAD trial, an editor of the Oxford Textbook of Neurosurgery and a clinical lead for
ebrain. Mr Thomson is the Treasurer of the Joint Neurosciences Council, Trustee of
Barrow Foundation UK and Chair of the Specialist Advisory Committee on Training in
Neurosurgery.

Ms Jennifer Brown - Chair of the Intercollegiate Specialty Board in Neurosurgery 2018 -2021 Nov
As Chair of the Intercollegiate Specialty Board in Neurosurgery, I sit as an ex-Officio
member of SBNS Council. I practice at the Institute of Neurological Sciences in
Glasgow and I also serve as National Clinical Director for the Managed Service
Network for Neurosurgery, Scotland. My clinical practice is relatively general in scope
with interests in neurovascular surgery, cervical spine and craniocervical junction. I
lead the service for Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy in Scotland.

Prof. Michael Jenkinson - Academic Chair - 2019 - 2022 Aug
Michael Jenkinson is Professor of Neurosurgery and Honorary consultant
neurosurgeon at the University of Liverpool and Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust.
He chairs the National Cancer Research Institute Brain Tumour Group, the Academic
Committee of the Society of British Neurological Surgeons and is a member of
Specialised Cancer Surgery CRG.
His research interests include meningioma and cerebral metastasis, and clinical
studies on quality of life in brain tumours. He is the chief investigator for the
international, multi-centre ROAM-1308 trial (Radiation versus Observation following
surgical resection of Atypical Meningioma), the KEATING trial (Ketogenic Diet in
Glioma) and STOP ‘EM (Surgeons Trial Of Prophylaxis for Epilepsy in Meningioma).

Mr Neeraj Kalra British Neurosurgical Trainees’ Association (BNTA) Chair 2020 -2022 October
I am honoured to be the Chair of the British Neurosurgical Trainees’ Association.
Currently I am a registrar in Leeds, having joined the training programme in 2017.
Having been on the BNTA committee for a couple of years I understand the
importance the BNTA has in supporting neurosurgical trainees, as well as the role of
chair in representing trainees at a national level. I remain committed to improving
neurosurgical training and hope to achieve this by working closely with the SBNS.

Mr Jake Timothy - EANS/WFNS Representative - 2018-2022 June
Jake Timothy has been a Consultant Neurosurgeon and Spine Surgeon for 16 years,
He attended the EANS (European Association of Neurosurgeon) courses as a trainee
in the 1990’s and was the Young Neurosurgeons World Federation of Neurosurgeons
(WFNS) representative. Having served on the council as the British Neurosurgical
Trainees Association (BNTA) previously, he went on to being the Training Committee
representative for the EANS and was one of the early founders of the Spine Section
of the EANS organised by Stephanie Garfield-Birkbeck. He now represents and votes
for the SBNS for matters relating to the EANS/ WFNS.

Ms Konstantina Karabatsou - EANS/WFNS Representative 2019-2023 Oct
I have been a Consultant Neurosurgeon at Salford Royal Hospital since 2007 and I
am the Clinical Lead for the Neuro-oncology service.
I had received her medical degree from the University of Athens and trained in
Neurosurgery in Greece and United Kingdom and undertook a specialist fellowship
(Neuro-oncology and Pituitary) at Toronto Western Hospital in Canada.
My sub-specialty interests are Neuro-oncology (including awake craniotomy with
intra-operative brain mapping for low grade gliomas and pineal tumour surgery),
Endoscopic Pituitary Surgery.
I am a member of the Manchester Multidisciplinary Neuro-oncology Research group
and a member of various Neurosurgical and Neuro-oncology professional bodies.
I have a strong interest in education and training and I am the Clinical Fellow tutor
for Salford Royal Hospital.
Prof. Nihal Gurusinghe - SBNS NICE Co-Ordinator appointed in 2010
I am based at based at Preston, Lancashire. My role on Council as the SBNS
representative to NICE involves co-ordinating all guideline activities relevant to
Neurosurgery and ensuring experts within the Society are consulted to provide NICE
with advice. My sub-specialty interests are Neuro-vascular and Skull Base conditions.

Mr Saurabh.Sinha - Workforce Planning REpresenative –2020 August
Consultant in Sheffield since 2009 (makes me feel old).
Passionate about training and ensuring excellent care is provided to all regardless of
background and disability.

Prof. Crain Bolger – RCSI Represenative – 2019 June
Professor Ciaran Bolger; Consultant at the National Neurosurgery unit Beaumont
Hospital Dublin, and Head of Department of Clinical Neuroscience RCSI. Full member
of the SBNS since 1996. A past President of Euro spine, he is very aware of the current
status, and future direction, of specialty representation, development and training at
the European level. He feels that strong representation of British and Irish
Neurosurgery interests, involvement in shaping neurosurgery development, and
close collaboration with European and World partner societies is essential at this
time. It is imperative that SBNS members and council are fully informed of decisions
taken at a European and World level that may impact on our speciality and be
involved in shaping those decisions.

Mrs Sue Woodward Lay member of SBNS council 2010 – 2021 July
I became that lay member of the Council having served on the Patient Liaison group
for the RSC England and was elected to be its chair for 3 years to 2013 During which
time I became involved in Safe and Sustainable Neurosurgery and was invited to join
SBNS so I could understand the bigger picture in neurosurgery and its challenges. I
became involved as a lay representative as I am passionate about safe and accessible
access to surgery for all age groups and have been fortunate to be able to represent
patient’s views at RCS council meetings and in Governmental cross-party
committees, including presenting with the Patient Associations, on limited access for
surgical procedures and its implications. In my time I instigated a review on the use of
the Title surgeon which is not a protected title in the UK, and appeared on the BBC
red sofa to highlight the safely issues this presents for patients. In addition, I served
as a MRCS lay examiner for 8 years. My day job is as a manager in the pharmaceutical
industry, responsible for Pharmacovigilance and Medical Information having
previously coordinated clinical trials in different therapeutic areas in Europe.

Mr Patrick Michell – Chair of the British Journal of Neruosurgery Jan 2017

SUB-SPECIALTY LEADS
Mr Gurish Solanki - Peadiatrics Lead
Gurish was elected as chair of the British Paediatric Neurosurgery Group in March
2020. He is a Consultant Paediatric Neurosurgeon at the Birmingham Children’s
Hospital, Birmingham, and Clinical Senior Lecturer to the School of Clinical &
Experimental Medicine, University of Birmingham. He is also the Training
Programme Director and Chair of the STC Neurosurgery for the West Midlands and a
member of the SAC in Neurosurgery.
Mr Solanki looks forward to working with the SBNS President, SBNS Council and
various committees to advance the cause of British Paediatric Neurosurgery. The
BPNG has been active in a number of areas and has run an annual audit of operative
activity that will be expanded this year to capture more information. A greater
involvement in clinical trials and research is envisaged. Additional activities during
SBNS meetings is intended including holding an interim meeting.
Mr Richard Edwards – CSF Lead
Richard Edwards is a Consultant Paediatric Neurosurgeon based in Bristol. His main
areas of surgical expertise include Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy for diplegic cerebral
palsy. In 2011 Bristol became the first centre to offer this procedure in the UK, using
the technique initially developed by T S Park in St Louis, USA. He also has developed
significant expertise in brainstem tumours, ependymomas and spinal cord tumours.
However more commonly he is operating on children with hydrocephalus, shunt
problems, or craniocervical pathology.
Research interests
His research interests include head injury, non-accidental injury, intra-operative
monitoring of cerebellar function, and hydrocephalus.

Prof. Keyoumars Ashkan – Functional Lead
Kings College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
Professor of Neurosurgery and Academic Lead at King's College Hospital with
subspecialty interest in Functional Neurosurgery and Neuro-Oncology.
President of the British Society for Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery.

Mr Punnet Plaha – Oncology Lead
Prof Puneet Plaha is Consultant Neurosurgeon and Associate Professor at Nuffield
Department of Surgery, University of Oxford and Oxford University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust.
His area of interest is setting up Novel clinical trials for brain tumours (Glioma),
advanced brain imaging for brain tumours, novel intra operative technology to
minimise morbidity during brain tumour surgery, endoscopic minimally invasive brain
tumour surgery, awake surgery, Immunotherapy for glioblastoma.
He is Chair of the Neuro oncology Section of the SBNS and Co-chair of the Neuro
oncology Subsection of the SBNS Academic Committee. He is member of the NCRI
Brain Tumour group.

Mr Dederik Bulters - Vascular Lead
Dederik Bulters is a Consultant Neurosurgeon and Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer
with an interest in neurovascular surgery. He has extensive experience in
subarachnoid haemorrhage, intracranial haemorrhage and brain injury research and
has been chief or principle investigator for 18 randomised controlled trials to date. His
most recent study is of a novel compound that activates Nrf-2, upregulating
expression of a wide range of anti-oxidative, anti-inflammatory and cytoprotective
proteins as well as haemoglobin scavenging proteins like haptoglobin. He has held
grants from the EPSRC, European Union, Innovate UK, National Institute for Health
Research, Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, Wessex Medical Research and is
Associate Editor of the British Journal of Neurosurgery and the President of the
British Neuro Vascular Group.

Mr Iain Robertson – Skull Base Lead
President of the British Skull Base Society
Consulant Neurosurgeon at Queens Medical Centre, Nottingham

Mr Patrick Michell – Chair of the British Journal of Neruosurgery Jan 2017

