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OBITUARIES
Pablo Goetz
Guy Vassall-Adams, Mark H Wilson
As a teenager Pablo moved to Buenos Aires, Argentina to join
his father and his second wife, Maria. He studied at Saint
Andrew's Scots School, the oldest British School in South
America. He was an exemplary student and got the top exam
results in his final year, which made him the dux medallist.
In Argentina he had a busy social life and a large Argentinian
family; his all round good looks and effortless cool made him
popular with the girls. He established his own DJ outfit
(“Freeze”) and was chauffeured around Buenos Aires by his
grandmother, Nina, to one house after another with a boot full
of records and turntables. He was the life and soul of the party.
But Pablo had a very serious side that manifested at the same
time. His academic excellence enabled hm to study medicine
at the prestigious Universidad de Salvador in Buenos Aires.
Straight after graduation (1995) he left medical school to work
in post-genocide Rwanda in the Congo border village of Bukavo
and then in the small village Muhororo. Many of us will
remember the remarkable black and white pictures he took,
witnessing the extremes of human suffering that clearly left an
indelible mark on him.
After this, Pablo decided to become a neurosurgeon. He came
back to the UK, with all its hurdles, to follow this path. He did
his house jobs and early years in Milton Keynes while getting
himself through the Professional and Linguistic Assessment
Boards.
Pablo Goetz was a meticulous consultant neurosurgeon, father
of two, devoted husband—and the most humble, present, calm,
and kind gentleman, to so many people, including his patients
who adored him.
If you met Pablo, he would tell you he was from Argentina, but
he was actually born in Paisley, Scotland. His parents were
Argentinian, and his father was undertaking a year in Scotland
as part of his PhD in Oxford. They moved back to Oxford for
three years where his younger sister, Mariana, was born.
Pablo then moved to France living in a little village at the foot
of the Jura mountains, while his father worked in Geneva. When
his parents separated, Pablo’s mother, Mara, stayed in France
with the two children. Mara would subsequently meet and marry
a Swiss man, Roland Jeannet, who became Pablo’s stepfather.
It was through Jeannet that Pablo first got into skiing and
developed his lifelong love of the mountains.
Pablo attended the UN nursery and primary schools—Rigo and
Preny in Geneva. At one point the family moved to Paris for 18
months, but they returned to the Jura afterwards, restoring a
beautiful old farmhouse with stunning views of forests and
mountains. It was there that Pablo’s younger brother, Marcos,
was born.
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He completed a PhD investigating MRI changes after brain
injury, based at Green College, Oxford, with Tom
Cadoux-Hudson as his supervisor. He was rapidly recruited to
the Oxford polo team. Most importantly, it was during his time
at Oxford that he met his future wife, Victoria. They were
married in 2004.
Pablo was then selected to join the north London neurosurgery
training rotation, working at Queen Square, the Royal Free, the
Royal London, and Charing Cross hospitals. During this time
Pablo and Victoria were blessed with their two children, Lucas
and Delfina.
Once Pablo had completed his training he undertook a
prestigious year’s fellowship in Toronto, Canada, before being
appointed consultant neurosurgeon in Cardiff in June 2011.
Pablo specialised in skull base and oncology work and became
the lead for neuro-oncology. He established the Cardiff low
grade glioma service, and the unit had excellent results. He
undertook awake craniotomies and brought techniques such as
the use of 5ALA to Cardiff. He was technically excellent, and
his patients and junior staff loved him for is kindness, humility,
and calmness.
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always of his illness’s impact on others and on how they were
coping, not on himself. His dignity in the last two years of his
life was awe inspiring and worthy of the highest respect.

Pablo was always modest about his accomplishments—there
wasn’t a hint of arrogance about him.
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He was diagnosed with advanced colon cancer in 2018. He dealt
with this in a human and heroic way. His first thought was
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Pablo’s loss at the age of 49 is devastating and he will be missed
by us all. He was a remarkable person and we count ourselves
privileged to have known him.

Biography
Consultant neurosurgeon (b 1971; q 1995), died from colon
cancer on 27 February 2020
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Happily, Pablo knew how to relax and loved being a father,
enjoying nothing more than spending time with Victoria and
the children. But he also managed to excel at an exceptional
range of other interests and pursuits. He was a superb skier, as
speedy as he was stylish. He flew small planes for many years,
then changed over to paragliding, soaring among the peaks of
the Brecon Beacons, the Alps, and the Pyrenees. He took charge
of an old house and turned it into a lovely family home,
overseeing the renovation with the same rigour and attention to
detail that he brought to everything he did. His dream was to
do the same to an old Savoyard farmhouse in the Alps.

