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Society of British
Neurological Surgeons

A Message from the President
Dear friends,
The last six months has been busy for me, Council and the whole administrative team of the SBNS. In August
we had a very successful meeting in Cape Town with the South African Neurosurgical Society and we have been
delighted to learn subsequently that they will be hosting the 2023 WFNS meeting.

Neil Kitchen, SBNS President
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The SBNS Team in South Africa
In September the EANS came to Dublin and I am proud of the large number of SBNS participants at the meeting
and I pay tribute to Ciaran Bolger and his team for putting on such a fabulous event.

The President’s Dinner in Dublin
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A Message from the President
This autumn I have been attending the SBNS
Bootcamps with other Consultant colleagues and
have appreciated the enormous amount of hard work
the SAC do on our behalf in delivering neurosurgical
training. I have also attended a number of regional
and specialised ‘bespoke’ training courses run by
SBNS members, for example Richard Ashpole’s
Excellent ROWENA simulation course in Nottingham.

I have also been fortunate to be awarded an honorary
FRCSEd by the Edinburgh College – I was surprised
but delighted to achieve such an honour and I hope
this emphasises that the SBNS is a Society working for
neurosurgeons in all countries in UK and Eire.

There are two matters I want to mention; firstly the
current surfeit of neurosurgical trainees reaching
CCT as compared to available Consultant posts. The
SBNS fully recognises the anxiety and frustration this
causes in trainees and wants to reassure everyone
that it is working with the BNTA and the SAC, led
by Peter Whitfield, to address this complex issue;
predictive workforce planning modelling is ongoing
and a new Census is to be sent out in March 2020.
Please respond to this as the information is vital for
us to have accurate factual information to inform
decision making.
Secondly the GMC, in November 2019, published an
independent report into the wellbeing of doctors and
medical students called ‘Caring for Doctors Caring
for Patients’. I commend this to you as I felt it is
particularly pertinent to the practice of neurosurgery,
recognising as it does workplace stress, physical and
mental wellbeing and how we all are responsible in
improving working lives and environments and so
improve our patient care.

Richard Ashpole with Rowena

Have a fun, restful and peaceful Christmas and New
Year. I am looking forward to hosting the March 2020
Dundee SBNS and welcoming our Canadian friends.

A proud moment at Edinburgh College
The cranial GIRFT re-visits by Nick Phillips and Paul
May (including paediatric for the first time) begin
in early 2020 with spinal GIRFT revisits scheduled
thereafter. Positive engagement will benefit Units
by identifying and highlighting human and capital
resource shortfalls to which Trusts will be expected
to respond. You will all also, I know, be relieved to
learn that the NNAP is back up and running following
a lengthy interregnum. Well done Nick Phillips for his
persistence in this regard.

Finally I would like to publically congratulate Professor
Peter Hutchinson (AKA Hutch) in being appointed as
Director of Surgical Research at the Royal College of
Surgeons of England.

Neil Kitchen
SBNS President

A productive Council Meeting at Robinson College, Cambridge on 31st October followed by a very successful
SBNS Research Day on 1st November
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Welcome to New
Members
The following new members were ratified by
Council in October 2019.

Full
Kishor Choudhari
Shuaibu Dambatta
Adel Helmy
Mohammed Hussain
Ibrahim Jalloh
Prokopios Panaretos
Isaac Phang
Babar Vaqas
Francesco Vergani

Sheffield
Hull
Cambridge
Newcastle
Cambridge
Newcastle
Salford
Birmingham
London

Associate
Anna Bjornson
Tarek Elmoslemany
Ibrahim Hammoud
Nathan McSorley
Belal Mohamed
Richard Moon
Lucas Rakasz
Anthony Roylance
Zenab Sher
Andrew Stevens
Samantha Wimalachandra

Sheffield
Brighton
Preston
Salford
Newcastle
Bristol
Birmingham
North Midlands
Birmingham
Stoke
Birmingham

Affiliated
Selma Al-Ahmad
Francesco Fiorini
James Forrester
Edward Goacher
Sara-Jane Horne
Thomas Humphries
Robert Jack
Siddhant Kumar
Harry Mee
Pavels Muranovs
Fizah Muratib
Prasanna Ratnayake
Aaron Tan
Gemma Whiting
Jack Wildman

London
London
London
Cambridge
Birmingham
Liverpool
Edinburgh
Liverpool
Cambridge
Brighton
London
Sri Lanka
Yorkshire
Cambridge
Newcastle

International
Ruvini Abeygunaratne
Ala’a Almousa
Sabah Alrashed
Angelo Tavani
Jamie Wilson

Sri Lanka
Jordan
Saudi Arabia
Italy
Canada

Senior
Laurence Dunn
Paul Eldridge
George Kaar
David Sandeman

Glasgow
Liverpool
Ireland
Bristol

New Appointments
Academic Chair – Michael Jenkinson
Michael Jenkinson, a senior lecturer and honorary consultant neurosurgeon at the
University of Liverpool and Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust was appointed as the
SBNS Academic Chair in July. He sub-specialises in neurosurgical oncology including awake
craniotomy, intraventricular / pineal tumours and stereotactic radiosurgery. His research
interests include imaging and biology of gliomas, cerebral metastases and meningioma,
and clinical studies on quality of life in brain tumours.
“I am pleased to take up the post of Chair of the Academic Committee of the SBNS and I
will build on the excellent work of former chairs Liam Gray and Peter Hutchinson. Academic
neurosurgery in the UK goes from strength to strength with numerous NIHR-funded multicentre clinical trials covering most sub-speciality areas. Clinical trial recruitment is actively
supported by our consultant neurosurgery colleagues, without whom these trials could
not be delivered. The BNTRC continues to deliver high quality projects thereby engaging
the trainee community developing those future academic leaders. Under my tenure I will
further develop the trainee mentorship programme with Stephen Price and I envisage that
the annual British Neurosurgery Research Group meeting will provide an open and active
forum to develop new trials, as well as providing an opportunity to engage with basic and
translational neuroscientists.”

SAC Chair - Simon Thomson
Simon is well known to SBNS members for his work with ebrain. He has been working on the
neurosurgery section from its conception and has done an excellent job. It is now the world’s
largest, most comprehensive web-based training resource in clinical neuroscience and has
been a great asset to trainees. Sadly he will be stepping down as the surgical clinical lead
next year. Hopefully they will find replacement who is equally as committed. The good news
is he has been just been appointed as the next SAC chair and will be taking over from Peter
Whitfield at the end of February 2020.
“Mr. Whitfield has done a superb job of steering training over the last three years, he has
been a steady hand on the tiller and will be a very hard act to follow. Looking ahead there
are challenges to tackle including providing sufficient training experience, managing trainee
numbers and improving the quality assurance data available to training programmes. We
also have a new curriculum to roll out in August 2020 and there are emerging opportunities
in clot retrieval and spinal surgery. I am looking forward to taking up my new role in the
spring.”

Council – Peter Whitfield
Peter is a Consultant Neurosurgeon at University Hospitals Plymouth NHS Trust and his
clinical interests are neurovascular, neuro-oncology and traumatic brain injury. He is
passionate about training the next generation of neurosurgeons and is currently Chair of the
SAC, demitting in January 2020, and an examiner for MRCS and FRCS. He is also Chairman of
the European Board Examination (FEBNS) and Professionalism Lead at the Peninsula Medical
School. Peter has published widely, including being lead editor for a multi-author textbook on
TBI and also neuroanatomy editor for Gray’s Surgical Anatomy. He is a PhD co-supervisor and
has been PI in many studies. We are very pleased that Peter has been elected onto Council,
his expertise in educational, training and professionalism issues will be a valuable asset.
Peter is married to Juliette and enjoys sailing, cycling, hill walking, skiing, and ornithology.

NICE Interventional Procedures Advisory Committee - Stuart Smith
Stuart has been appointed to the Interventional Procedures Advisory Committee (IPAC)
which advises on adoption and regulation for novel surgical procedures and devices. He has
previously been involved with the recently published NICE guidelines (NG99) for primary
brain tumours and brain metastases and is looking forward to continuing his involvement
with NICE.

Director of Clinical Academic Development
Congratulations to Professor Paul May, former SBNS President, on his appointment as
Chair of Clinical Academic Development at the University of Liverpool’s Faculty of Health
and Life Sciences. His role will be to support the Integrated Clinical Academic Training of
undergraduates through to post CCT fellowships.
Paul is also the Getting it Right First Time (GIRFT) National Clinical Lead of Paediatric
Neurosurgery and will be carrying out Paediatric GIRFT visits along with Mr Nick Phillips
early in the New Year.
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Sad Farewell

Alistair’s Curry Tour

Peter Howel Schurr
CBE, MA, MB, BChir, FRCS
Peter recently passed away at
the grand old age of 98. He
studied medicine at Cambridge
and University College Hospital
qualifying in 1943. He joined
the RAMC serving in Egypt and
Greece. After demobilisation, he
returned to UCH and, in 1949,
began neurosurgical training in Oxford. In 1952
he accepted a research fellowship at Harvard. In
1955, after a short time as a senior registrar, he was
appointed consultant neurosurgeon to the Guy’sMaudsley Neurosurgical Unit. During 30 years his
chief interest was paediatric neurosurgery, although
he performed a good deal of general work. He
became the Director in 1975 and retired in 1985. From
1975 till 1985 he was consultant neurosurgeon to the
Queen Elizabeth Military Hospital, Woolwich. He was
postgraduate sub-dean of the United Medical Schools
of Guy’s and St. Thomas’s. He was also president of
the Harveian Society of London, the Society of British
Neurological Surgeons, and the British Branch of the
ILAE and senior vice-president of the RSM. Following
retirement, he and his wife, Susan, moved to Suffolk
where they spent many happy years pursuing their
many other interests.

While out and about
earlier this year, two
things became clear to me:
firstly, that the society has
grown enormously and
there are a lot of people I
don’t know; and secondly,
that the membership has
only a sketchy idea of
what the SBNS actually
does in exchange for the
membership fee!

Dermot Byrnes

Dermot qualified from University
College Dublin in 1963. He trained
in Belfast, London and Baltimore.
He was a consultant at the Royal
Victoria Hospital Belfast from
1979 – 2003. He was one of the
last ‘general ‘ neurosurgeons with
additional interests in trauma,
acoustic neurinoma, pain and spasticity. He was an
acknowledged teacher and was at the forefront of
surgical training both in Belfast and at the College
of Surgeons in Dublin where he was a council
member. He was greatly admired and respected by his
colleagues and patients.

National
Neurosurgical
Audit Programme
Update
The new NNAP website is on its way! At long last
NHS Digital have given us access to HES data and it
is currently being cleansed. Our first task will be to
review the outlier programme and to explore how
elective mortality is related to case mix. Unfortunately,
the previous risk analysis is unobtainable and will
have to be rebuilt. A NNAP Steering Group has been
convened and along with Northgate is developing a
new public-facing interactive website for publication
of unit and consultant level data. It has been a long
struggle, and I know having the site down for such
a long period has been a great inconvenience, but I
hope you will see a great improvement once it is up
and running. SBNS members will be the first to be
informed as soon as it is live.
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To start to address this, I am proposing “AJ’s Curry
Tour”. I would like if possible to visit every unit in
the UK and Ireland, meet as many Neurosurgeons
as possible, hear informally and confidentially about

I am also pleased to announce
the appointment of a Joint
RCS-SBNS research Fellow for
the NNAP, Adam Wahba who
started in October. This is a
newly created post. Adam
is a trainee from Sheffield
and has taken time out-ofprogramme to undertake
this fellowship. In addition
to analysis of the clinical
outcomes programme/outlier
programme, he will work on projects exploring
data quality and surgical outcomes with a focus
on neuro-oncology. The central theme of all the
NNAP projects will be how quality of care can be
assessed, benchmarked and improved by analysing
comprehensive data from all neurosurgical units.
Adam can be contacted on: adam.wahba@nhs.net if
you have any queries about NNAP.
Nick Phillips
NNAP Chair

woes and triumphs, and tell you a bit about the SBNS.
All this will take place over a curry in your favourite
venue (I’m not paying..!).
At time of writing, I have had invitations from sixteen
units and have already been entertained by three extremely informative and enjoyable! It’s interesting
to see common themes emerge; I just hope we can
begin to address some of these as time goes on.
If you and your unit are interested, I would love to
meet you. Just drop an email to the below email
address and we can discuss dates.
presidentsoffice@sbns.org.uk
Alistair Jenkins
SBNS President Elect

CORESS is an independent
charity, which aims to
promote safety in surgical practice in the NHS and
the private sector. The charity receives confidential
incident reports from surgeons and theatre staff.
These confidential reports are analysed by the
CORESS Advisory Committee, who make comments
and extract lessons to be learned. CORESS then
publishes these reports alongside the Advisory
Committees’ safety lessons in surgical literature to
educate fellow surgeons and to reduce the chances
of a similar incident re-occurring in another situation.
CORESS aims to educate, rather than blame, and it
serves all surgical disciplines. Please visit the CORESS
website to learn more.
I joined the CORESS Committee last year as the
SBNS representative. I have attended two meetings,
both of which I found extremely interesting and
informative. If any SBNS member has experienced any
incidents that they think would benefit from analysis
by the CORESS Committee, please contact me
(surajit.basu@nuh.nhs.uk) by doing so you may help
to prevent a similar incident occurring in other units.
Surajit Basu
SBNS Council Member
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Bringing people together in the field of global surgery
This free service enables collaboration in clinical care,
education and training, as well as the sharing of
equipment and other resources. InterSurgeon is open
to all members of the surgical team as well as NGOs
working to improve the care of surgical patients
worldwide
It is 18 months since the InterSurgeon website was
launched by William Harkness and Jim Johnston,
two paediatric neurosurgeons with an interest in
Global Surgery. This was in response to the Lancet
Commission report and a recognition of the fact that
a major impediment to International Collaboration
is communication and making the first contact. Our
vision was for there to be a platform which enabled
individual members of the surgical team as well
as clinical and academic departments to establish
communication with the intention of creating long
term partnerships for clinical assistance, teaching,
training and equipment exchange. So how are we
doing?
As of 1st November 2019 we have over 360 members
in 75 countries, 60% of our members are individual
surgeons, but the rest are clinical and academic
departments, which gives an indication of the reach
that InterSurgeon has. Our website has received over

6,000 visits and the average time spent on the site is
over 3 minutes with 70% of hits coming from a PC and
the remaining 30% from tablets or smart phones. The
software has created over 450 matches and we are
beginning to get feedback on the outcome of these
matches and the partnerships that are beginning to
be created.
I am pleased and proud to say that 40 (10%) of our
membership is from the UK and I think that this
echoes the enthusiasm for Global Neurosurgery
within the UK. Indeed, at the recent combined SBNS/
EANS meeting in Dublin the first plenary session of
either organisation on Global Neurosurgery was
held and all of the neurosurgeons who spoke were
InterSurgeon members and at the WFNS session on
Global Neurosurgery that followed InterSurgeon was
mentioned by the majority of the speakers.
On 19th November InterSurgeon is expanding to all
members of the surgical team. In March we signed
a collaborative agreement with the G4Alliance and
this has enabled us to create a platform for NGOs,
Surgical Federations, Academic Bodies and Surgical
Societies to join and reach out to the membership
of InterSurgeon. They will be able to promote not
only their Mission Statements and geographical and

EANS2019 - Dublin
As we all know Neurosurgical meetings are not all
work and no play, and Ciaran did not disappoint us
on this front. At the Opening
Ceremony we were treated
to traditional Irish dancing,
and for the Networking
event not only did he
choose the venue, the iconic
Guinness Storehouse, he
was the entertainment! He
and his band put on a great
show. A pint of the black
stuff, tasty food, good music and Irish hospitality,
what more can anyone ask for? Well done to Ciaran,
his colleagues at Beaumont Hospital and the EANS
Congress Committee for a great meeting. Cheers!

clinical areas of practice but also inform members
of upcoming courses, fellowships, training camps
and visiting surgical teams. This will also enable
recruitment to all these activities. In addition we are
encouraging both medical students and trainees to
join as they are the future of Global Surgery.
So to all of you who have not yet joined InterSurgeon
please visit the website and for those of you who are
already members, remember to keep your information
up to date and take a look at the website as it is
always changing.
Finally, please spread the word to all those that you
work with and that includes anaesthetists, nurses,
biomedical engineers, ODPs and all other surgeons.
InterSurgeon is there to bring all members of the
surgical team together to improve the care of surgical
patients worldwide.
William Harkness & Jim Johnston
Co-founders of InterSurgeon

WFNS Congress 2019,
Beijing – Madjid
Samii Medal of
Honour

The EANS2019 congress, led by the Congress
President, Prof. Ciaran Bolger from the Beaumont
Hospital in Dublin, was a great success both
academically and socially. It had a high UK presence,
so thank you to all SBNS members for your support.
The theme of the meeting was Technology, Techniques,
Training and Transparency, which are all topical issues
for neruosurgeons. Global Neurosurgery also played
a big part in the academic programme. Many people
were surprised to learn that more people, especially
in low to middle income countries die from a lack
of access to a surgeon than from diseases such as
malaria and lack of vaccinations. Something the
World Health Organisation (WHO) aims to rectify.
There were many well
deserved awards presented
at the meeting, and we
were pleased to see the
Life Time Achievement
Award go to a UK member,
Steven Gill Professor of
Neurosurgery, from Bristol
who gave an excellent
talk on “The future and
challenges of direct drug delivery to the brain”.

The next EANS Congress will be in Belgrade 18-20
in October 2020 and we look forward to seeing you
there.

Congratulations to Prof. Sir Graham Teasdale, former
President of the SBNS, who received the Madjid
Samii Medal of Honour at the Congress of the World
Federation of Neurosurgical Societies in Beijing this
September. The medal is one of the highest honours
given to a neurosurgeon and is awarded every two
years by the WFNS during its meeting to an eminent
international neurosurgeon as a lifetime achievement
award for in appreciation for their services to
neurosurgery.

To find out more visit the EANS website.
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SBNS NATIONAL BOOT CAMPS

The ST1 national boot camp ran again in The
Manchester Surgical Skills Simulation Centre in
September. This is the sixth year we have run this
successful course and over this time we have
delivered the course to 181 trainees which is 100%
of the eligible candidates. Average overall feedback
from all of these candidates is 9.84/10.

opportunity to meet and get to know the newly
appointed trainees in your own and other deaneries.
The provisional dates are 24th to 28th August 2020.
Ian Kamaly-Asl, MD, MBChB, FRCS (SN) The ST3
bootcamp will take place 9th to 13th December in
Coventry led by Amar Saxena and the ST8 18th to 22nd
December in Bristol led by Venkat Iyer.

I would like to thank all of the faculty who helped
out this year. Mr Ankur Saxena will be taking over
the running of the course from next year. Everyone
is welcome to come along as faculty and it is a great

SBNS & British Association of Neuroscience
Nurses bootcamp
Building on the success of the ST1, ST3 and ST8 medical
residential training camps, BANN, with the support of
SBNS are establishing a residential skills course for
advanced clinical practitioners and nurse specialists.
The first of these will run on 25th/26th January in
Coventry. If SBNS members are able to help promote
the course to advanced practice clinical staff it would
be much appreciated. Details will be available from the
BANN website.

SBNS/NANSIG - Career Day, 18th January 2020
The annual SBNS/NANSIG Career Day will be held on
Saturday 18th January at the University of Birmingham
Medical School. The Theme for this year’s event, is
“A journey into Neurosurgery and beyond” and will
feature talks from SBNS members, who will aim to
give budding neurosurgeons inside knowledge on
what is required to succeed at National Selection and
throughout their Neurosurgical career. There will also
be a short workshop using “Rowena” so students can
get some practical experience. NANSIG and the SBNS

are very grateful to the University of Birmingham
for providing the venue and to our sponsors for
their support. For more information please visit the
NANSIG website.
The NANSIG Committee are also organising a
Workshop on Tuesday 24th March, the day before
the SBNS Spring meeting, at the Dundee institute
of Healthcare Simulation. Full details will be on the
NANSIG Site.

VACANCIES
Looking for a new job or fancy moving to pastures new? Why not check out the new VACANCIES page on the SBNS website to see what is on offer, the page is regularly
updated.
www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/about-us/vacancies/
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Our colleagues at Ninewells Hospital and Medical
School look forward to welcoming you and our
invited guests, the Canadian Neurosurgical Society, to
Dundee for the SBNS Spring meeting in March 2020.
We have a great academic and social programme
planned. The CSF Group is joining the conference and
will be hosting a half day meeting on Tuesday 24th at
the conference venue. The CSF/Hydrocephalus theme
will also carry on into the Life Long Learning session
on Wednesday morning.
Throughout the meeting there will be several guest
lectures on a variety of interesting topics delivered
by renowned speakers, including the President of
the CNSS. As usual there will be several free paper
sessions interspersed throughout the 3 day meeting
and each major session will be headed up with a
plenary talk by an expert in that field. The Poster
Session will be on Wednesday at the end of the day
and on Thursday afternoon, instead of the usual
SBNS business meeting, there will be an ethico
Legal Debate covering the topical subjects of Legal
Indemnity, Consent & Duty of Candour. An extensive
Trade Exhibition will also be held throughout the
meeting so do take the time to visit all the stands.
Anyone who has been to an SBNS meeting knows
that, besides all the knowledge you gain, there it is
also a great opportunity to network and socialise

with colleagues, old and new. Our hosts have
two wonderful social events planned, both with a
Scottish theme of course! The welcome reception on
Wednesday will be at the Discovery Point Museum
which centres on Captain Scott of the Antarctic’s
Dundee built ship, RRS Discovery, and the more
formal black tie gala dinner will be held in the newly
built Victoria and Albert Museum with its stunning
architecture. After dinner there will be an opportunity
to partake in some Scottish Dancing and a wee dram
or two!

For more information about the meeting and to
register please visit the Dundee Conference page on
the SBNS website.

The conference will take place at the Apex City Quay
Hotel on the banks of the river Tay in Dundee. It has
easy access to Dundee Airport and railway station
and has ample accommodation and parking on
site. If you are travelling from London Stansted to
Dundee via Loganair they are offering up to 30% off
flights to delegates attending the conference. To take
advantage of this exclusive offer delegates would
need to book on their website quoting promotional
code ‘SBNS2020’ at the time of booking. This offer
only applies if you are travelling between the 22nd –
29th March 2020.
The convention bureau have also set up a dedicated
Dundee event page for our delegates to make your
stay in Dundee more enjoyable and has everything
you need to plan your visit to the beautiful city.

The Discovery Museum and the Victoria and
Albert Museum

Dates For your diary
Future SBNS Meetings

SBNS Spring Meeting – Dundee
25th - 27th March 2020
Invited Guests the Canadian Neurosurgical Society &
SBNS CSF Group
BritSpine
1st - 3rd April 2020
Glasgow
BSSFN Annual Meeting
21st - 22nd May 2020
Newcastle upon Tyne

SBNS Autumn Meeting - Blackpool
16th - 18th September 2020
Hosted by the Royal Preston Hospital
The Indian Neurosurgical Society and the British
Association of Spinal Surgeons will be our invited
guests. More details will be posted on the SBNS
Conference page in April 2020
Egyptian Society Meeting
27th - 30th October 2020
SBNS as invited guests
Please submit an abstract and attend if you can

Details for the above meetings and various other
meetings and courses please visit the Dates for your
Diary Section on the SBNS website.

The SBNS Newsletter is your chance to communicate
with your SBNS colleagues. Contributions are
welcome for the next issue due out in August
2020, content will be required by June 2020. Please
contact Suzanne Murray at the SBNS office.

Meetings Supported by Aesculap Academia 2020
British Skull Base Society Meeting
Thursday 23rd - Friday 24th January 2020
Pullman, London St Pancras Hotel
British Neurovascular Group Meeting
Thursday 6th - Friday 7th February 2020
Best Western Plus Stoke on Trent City Centre Moat
House

British Paediatric Neurosurgical Group Meeting
Nurse BPNG and National Paediatric
Neuroscience Benchmarking Group Meeting
Thursday 12th - Friday 13th March 2020
Jurys Inn, Oxford

Care of the Critically Ill Neurosurgical Patient
Course
Thursday 23rd - Friday 24th July 2020
Day 1 - B. Braun Business Centre, Sheffield
Day 2 - Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield

Endoscopic Anterior Skull Base Surgery
Hands-on Cadaveric Course
Monday 29th - Tuesday 30th June 2020
University of Leeds
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