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Society of British
Neurological Surgeons

A Message from the President

Neil Kitchen, SBNS President

Dear members
I think we would all agree that there is
great national political uncertainty upon
us. How this will affect our daily clinical
practices is impossible to predict. There are
also, however, a number of more directly
relevant issues to neurosurgery which I
wanted to write to you about.
Firstly, ‘Low Volume Surgery’ - the SBNS
has long recognised this as an important
ongoing issue within neurosurgery; a
specialty with relatively low volumes
of patients and surgeons in general as
compared with other surgical specialties
it also has a number of distinct
sub-specialties - spine, brain, functional,
epilepsy, oncology, paediatrics, vascular
etc., and within these further conditions
whose rarity makes accruing experience
difficult. NHSE via its CRGs transformation
projects, GIRFT visits and assessments are
increasingly focussing on neurosurgery. In
January 2018 we published our SBNS-NNAP
recommendations for low volume surgery
using pituitary surgery as an example.
Since then discussions about which units

supported by

should be doing various other types of
surgeries have become more voluble,
examples including paediatric oncology
surgery, functional pituitary surgery,
vascular neurosurgery and radiosurgery.
Specific conditions/situations which spring
to my mind are pineal tumours, elective
AVM surgery, awake craniotomy, cranial
and spinal endoscopy, DBS, epilepsy,
intramedullary spinal surgery and bypass
surgery. I strongly recommend that units
look at these and other neurosurgical
conditions they encounter and see how best
to concentrate experience and expertise
both within their units (by subspecialising,
mentoring, dual-operating, cross referring)
and by reaching out to wider neurosurgical
networks. Auditing results clearly is of
vital importance, however the days of
the generalist neurosurgeon are over and
neurosurgery units cannot necessarily
expect to completely cover the wide
panoply of neurosurgical conditions and
that collaboration with colleagues in
other units is essential. Please refer to the
SBNS recommendations for Low volume
Neurosurgery on the SBNS Website under
Policies and Publications.
Secondly, ‘Neurosurgical Careers’ - many
of you will be cognisant of the increasing
number of post CCT neurosurgical trainees
on the GMC specialist register without
consultant jobs (most are in post-CCT
fellowships/locum positions). This has
caused much worry amongst our associate
membership. The SBNS has set up a
workforce planning group and it is clear
the problem is complex and multifactorial,

but the bottom line is that we must
ensure we train appropriate numbers of
neurosurgeons to the best standards and
subspecialising in those areas which have
the clinical need. Continuing education
of medical students (NANSIG), applicants
to neurosurgery national selection and
neurosurgical trainees must be an ongoing
process of what the neurosurgeon of the
future will look like and what conditions
we will be treating.
Thirdly, ‘Medico-legal’ - there is a lot going
on in this area at present: increasing
numbers of incidents of neurosurgeons
being sued, internal and external (IRM)
reviews of clinical practice becoming
commonplace and restrictions of practice
imposed on colleagues by Trusts, with, in
addition, the crisis in medical indemnity
for our specialty, cause great stress to
any of those involved. The SBNS supports
colleagues in difficulty and wishes to foster
a supportive and collegiate professional
ethos encouraging team working,
mentorship and learning when things ‘go
wrong’. Neurosurgery is a high risk
and high stakes specialty and the SBNS
understands that maintaining professional
standards throughout a neurosurgeon’s
career and providing the best environment
for neurosurgeons to practice in will benefit
surgeons and patients alike. Have a great
summer and I look forward to seeing
as many of you as possible at our EANS
meeting in Dublin in September.

Best wishes

Neil Kitchen
SBNS President
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Welcome to New
Members
The following members were ratified at the SBNS
Business Meeting held on the 21st March 2019
during the SBNS Spring meeting in Manchester.

Full
Matt Bailey
Habib Ellamushi
Cheong Lee
Shrijit Panikkar
Adam Williams

Manchester
Royal London
London
Salford
Bristol

Associate
Matthew Boissaud-Cooke
Georgios Bonanos
Elizabeth Culpin
Mohamed Draz
Luciano Furlanettil
Abinhey Jain
Neeraj Kalra
Anastasios Konteas
Chris McKinnon
James Meacock
Bobby Sachdev
Teresa Scott
Ines Silva
Sebastian Toescu

Plymouth
James Cook
Leeds
UCLH
London
London
Leeds
Liverpool
Oxford
Leeds
Stoke
Stoke
St Georges
London

Affiliated
Soham Bandyopadhyayy
Salma Bezouich
Prince Dhahri
George Donaldson
Natalia Ermalai
Billy Foo
Luke Galloway
Melissa Gough
Zain Hassan
Raisa Khan
Paulette Kumi
Laura Leung
Rhannon Lobo
Haritha Maripi
Nathan McSorley
Amr Moursi
Lawrence Muotoe
Christopher Murphy
Lalesia Ngoke
Neda Oskooee
Waqqas Patel
Yanish Poolovadoo
Piravin Ramakrishnan
Matthew Roberts
David Rowland
Hatem Sadik
Nicholas Schaerf
Shahrzad Shapoori
Muhammad Usman
Oliver Wroe Wright

Oxford
London
Manchester
London
Cardiff
Edinburgh
Cardiff
Newcastle
Dorset
UCLH
London
Hong Kong
Barts
Liverpool
Salford
Brighton
Germany
Preston
London
London
Birmingham
Hull
Birmingham
Cardiff
London
Cambridge
Australia
London
Brighton
Oxford

International
Raman Bhavana
Nazarii Hryniv
Silvio Machado
Rajneesh Misra
Marcos Spadoni
Harishchandra Srinivasan

India
Ukraine
Brazil
India
Brasil
Alderhey

Senior
Eric Ballantyne
Clarence Watridge
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Dundee
USA

New Appointments
SBNS President Elect Sept 2019 – 2020
Alistair Jenkins, Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle
I was asked for a picture - so there it is - on the day after hearing I had been elected
as President-in-waiting. The SBNS is very careful - it completes this process when
the current president has barely started. Maybe that’s to keep him/her on their
toes… I will take the position at the Meeting in Blackpool in 2020, hosted by the
Preston unit. I feel extremely honoured to be elected. I’m a passionate believer in
the value of the SBNS, and - as I know that many of you struggle with that - I aim
to spend some of my time telling you exactly why that is. I also want to expand
our horizons, as I believe the Society can be a powerful force in improving training,
facilities and lives, in countries less fortunate. And we are so fortunate - we have a
job which fascinates us, pays well and helps people. How many jobs offer even one
of those? In the meantime, I will be learning about the post of President from Neil
Kitchen, supporting him where I can, and from my old and dear friend Paul May.

Honorary Secretary Sept 2019 – 2023
Paul Grundy, Wessex Neurological Centre, University Hospital Southampton
Paul has been a Consultant Neurosurgeon in Southampton for 14 years and is
passionate about on-going service improvement in our specialty. He has been a
member of SBNS council since 2017 and leads on engagement with NHS England
as he currently has a leadership role within NHSE as Vice-Chair of the Adult
Neurosciences CRG and is clinical lead of the Neurosurgery National Service
transformation program, as well as chair of the SRS ERG and cranial frailty lead.
He has been Honorary Secretary of BNOS for 4 years and is now the Vice-President.
As the newly elected SBNS Honorary Secretary he can continue to support good
relationships between these groups in order to ensure we are all singing from the
same hymn sheet!.

Council Member July 2019 – 2024
Andrew King, Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust
Andrew has been a consultant neurosurgeon in Manchester since 1998 and Professor
of Neurosurgery since 2012. During that time he has been heavily involved in the
changes that have taken place in neurosurgery in this city, with the amalgamation
of 3 small units into one large one developing into a neuroscience centre of 20
neurosurgeons. These changes included the development of subspecialisation, major
changes in neurosurgical training and the development of academic neurosurgery
in Manchester. He was Clinical Director of Surgical Neurosciences for 10 years. At
a national level he was the past president of the British Skull Base Society, which
hosted the World Skull Base Congress in 2012 and helped develop the National
Acoustic Database.
His experience across a wide range of issues affecting neurosurgery in the UK means
he will be able to offer some useful contributions to the SBNS Council.

WFNS/EANS Representative October 2019 – 2023
Tina Karabatsou, Salford Royal Hospital NHS Trust, Greater Manchester
I am delighted and humbled to have been elected the SBNS WFNS/EANS
representative.
I have been a Consultant Neurosurgeon at Salford Royal Hospital since 2007 and
the Clinical Lead for the Neuro-oncology team, having received my medical degree
from the University of Athens and trained in Neurosurgery in Greece and United
Kingdom (Newcastle and Liverpool) and completed a specialist fellowship at Toronto
Western Hospital in Canada. My sub-specialty interests are: Neuro-oncology (awake
surgeries, intraoperative monitoring, pineal tumours), Endoscopic Pituitary Surgery
and Neurofibromatosis. I also have an honorary contract with the University of
Manchester, and I am a member of the Manchester Multidisciplinary Neuro-oncology
Research group.
I am passionate about mentoring junior doctors wishing to pursue a career in
Neurosurgery and involved as Educational Supervisor and Clinical Supervisor for
Neurosurgical Trainees and the Foundation program.
I am a member of the WFNS Neuro-oncology Committee and a number of
international associations including SNO & AANS that along with my international
links would put in an excellent position to fulfil the role of the SBNS representative
EANS/WFNS. I am therefore looking forward to starting my new role and hope to
make a worthy contribution.
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New Appointments

SAD FAREWELL

SBNS Spine Lead - August 2019 - 2021

John Garfield – 1930-2019

Nicholas Haden, South West Neurosurgical Centre, University Hospitals Plymouth
NHS Trust

John Garfield was born in London 1930.
His father was a doctor and dentist and
his mother a doctor and anaesthetist. His
great love of the English language and
writing was acquired at Bradfield College.
He entered Emmanuel College, Cambridge
and completed his medical training at St
Mary’s Medical School, London in 1954.

Nick Haden has been a consultant for over 11 years. During that time he has run
a subspecialty spinal practice, including intradural pathologies, and has developed
services in minimally invasive and navigated spinal surgery. He served as the
Clinical Director of Neurosurgery at University Hospitals Plymouth for 7 years and
recently relinquished this post to chair the Regional Spinal Network.
Nick is widely known in the neurosurgical and orthopaedic spinal communities
in the UK and Europe where he is regularly involved in surgical training. He also
recently served on the NICE CJD Guidance Committee and on Council as BNTA
Chairman rather less recently!
He is looking forward to his new role as the SBNS Spine Lead and to setting up
and developing a long overdue SBNS Spinal Subgroup and to represent SBNS
members to the UKSSB. His ability to work with neurosurgical spinal, cranial and
orthopaedic surgeons will be a great asset in this role.

Director of Clinical Research at the RCS
Prof. Hutchinson new Job
The Royal College of Surgeons has appointed Prof Peter Hutchinson as the new
RCS Director of Clinical Research. Prof Hutchinson will take over from Prof Dion
Morton to oversee the work of the Surgical Trials Initiative, which has been a great
success in driving surgical clinical research since its launch in 2013. The Initiative
now has close to 20 Surgical Specialty Leads, 6 Surgical Trials Centres and will
have a total of 8 RCS Surgical Research Chairs by the end of the year. This network
has brought together surgical specialty societies, charities and higher education
institutions across the country to drive surgical clinical research and increase the
number of surgical trials across all specialties, for patient benefit.
As RCS Director of Clinical Research, Prof Hutchinson will lead one of the largest
surgical clinical research networks in the world and have direct impact on growing
the quantity and quality of surgical trials across the UK, changing practice and
therefore improving the care future surgical patients will receive.
On his appointment, Prof Hutchinson said “I am delighted to be appointed as the
new Director of Clinical Research at the Royal College of Surgeons of England. This
is a very exciting time for clinical research in surgery. I have led the UK Neurosurgical
Research initiative for the past five years and now relish the opportunity to build
with colleagues on the tremendous work of Professor Morton, the other Surgical
Specialty Leads and the Surgical Trial Centres and Chairs. There are tremendous
opportunities for us to increase the number of trials delivered, providing more
evidence to assist in decision making, improvement in treatment and outcome
for patients. We also have new developments in international research, novel
technologies to design and implement including devices and robotics, and an
opportunity to build academic careers for young surgeons. This initiative would not
have been possible without our funders particular Rosetrees Trust. I would also like
to acknowledge the support of RCS Presidents particularly Sir Norman Williams
and Derek Alderson, and Martyn Coomer, Head of Research, and his team, Sarah
King, Murat Akkulak, and Louise Duncan for making this initiative possible. I look
forward to working with colleagues and funders in delivering further clinical
research to benefit patients.”

While working in neurology at St Mary’s Hospital he had a
prophetic moment after 3 gin and tonics and decided to go
into neurosurgery.
He was trained by Wylie McKissock at Atkinson Morley’s
Hospital 1961 – 67 and was appointed Consultant
Neurosurgeon at the Wessex Neurological Centre in 1968.
There he formed a formidable team with Jason Brice and
with energy, drive and considerable vision they developed
a first class Unit. John Garfield’s involvement with the new
Medical School, the University and post-graduate education
in this partnership was fundamental in establishing and
strengthening the place of neurosurgery in Southampton.
John was a committed trainer of young neurosurgeons.
His patience – even under the most trying moments - was
enormous and enhanced his great quality as a technical
surgical teacher. He taught trainees to be trainers.
As President of the SBNS 1991 – 2, he produced the seminal
document “Safe Neurosurgery”. A surgical first in many ways
it defined the standards of safety and quality necessary for
planning the future of the speciality.
He was one of the first British neurosurgeons to embrace
European neurosurgery (EANS) and became its secretary. He
wrote on many aspects of neurosurgery with definitive papers
in cerebral abscess and the lumbar spine. He was involved in
large European multicentre trials (EORTC) in the treatment of
malignant gliomas.
His contribution at the Medical Defence Union though his
knowledge and clarity were immense.
John was an outstanding photographer (black and white) who
produced a number of books; the most poignant called The
Fallen – a photographic journey through the war cemeteries
of the Great War. These photographs were exhibited in
Southampton University (October – November 2018) as part
of the centenary commemoration of the First World War and
have been archived. Following this, John observed “I will die
happy knowing that these photos have been preserved”
In his day he was very accomplished at fives and squash and
as a cricketer keep wicket well into his sixties!
He is survived by his wife Agnes, 3 daughters and 6
grandchildren.
Glenn Neil-Dwyer

John Miles – 1936-2019
It is with great personal sadness that I record the passing of John Miles, emeritus Consultant at the Walton Centre, Liverpool.
The last (and rather unexpected) son of a South Wales miner, John did not have an easy childhood: his father, who had struggled to work after being
blacklisted for his socialist beliefs, was killed in a pit accident, and from the age of six John was brought up by his eldest brother. He shone at school in both
academic and athletic activities, captaining in both rugby and cricket and achieving a scholarship to study Medicine at Cardiff University. There he met and
married Enyd Griffith, sister of Neurosurgeon Huw and niece of Aneurin Bevan and on graduation started surgical training. A locum post in neurosurgery
in London sparked a lifelong obsession; he trained under Joe Pennybacker in Oxford and after his senior registrar post in Birmingham he took up a post
as consultant in Liverpool in 1971.
John was an outstanding surgeon, but his restless mind didn’t allow him to stop there. He developed a passion for functional neurosurgery and
neuromodulation, and was a great innovator in all areas: together with a rather monosyllabic local engineer, he designed and built his own stereotaxic frame, which he
inflicted on all his trainees – and patients – for some years. He hated being defeated by anything – there was always a clinical problem to wrestle with, a surgical approach to
be perfected, or a neurologist to be put in his place. His intensely competitive nature – perhaps the consequence of his upbringing, his diminutive stature, or simply his genes
– was occasionally exasperating but always stimulating, and pervaded everything from surgery through tennis to reciting poetry (mostly Dylan Thomas) during operations. The
Pain Relief Foundation at the Walton Centre, developed on a shoestring with other like-minded mavericks, is his lasting legacy, together with the British Journal of Neurosurgery
which he oversaw till only a few years ago.
In retirement John pursued a number of activities with similar vigour. He became an excellent cabinetmaker, his car having to languish out in the rain as his garage was taken
over by machinery and tools, and sang in his local choir. Most of all he remained a loyal and attentive friend. His many trainees owe him a lot and will miss him.
Alistair Jenkins
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Prizes and Awards

Junior Barrow Foundation Fellowship
Rebecca Hodnett has been awarded the Junior Barrow Foundation Fellowship for being
the top ranked candidate at this year’s National Neurosurgical Selection. The award allows
the recipient to visit the Barrow Neurological Institute in Phoenix Arizona for a two-week
observership, expenses will be covered by the award up to a maximum of £3,000.
Well done Rebecca!

Pituitary Prize
Mr Daniel Lewis was awarded the Pituitary Prize, which is provided by Prof. Michael Powell,
for the best Pituitary oral presentation “ Quantitative MR derived imaging parameters as
a predictor of secretory and histological phenotype in pituitary adenoma” at the SBNS
Spring meeting held in Manchester in March 2019.

SBNS Medal
The SBNS Medal was first introduced in 2006
and, since then, 14 medals have been awarded
to SBNS members who have made a valuable
contribution to Neurosurgery.
This year they were awarded to Professor John
Pickard who was based at Addenbrooke’s
Hospital, Cambridge before his retirement and
Professor Tipu Aziz, from the John Radcliffe
Hospital in Oxford. Both have made an enormous
contribution to neurosurgery and the SBNS, John
was a former President of the SBNS. Unlike the
famous boat race both Oxford and Cambridge
were winners this time round.

Essay Prize Winners

Classification of Ventriculomegaly
in Adults: A Cluster Analysis

Both winners will have the opportunity to present their essays at the SBNS Spring meeting in Dundee and will be
presented with certificates at the Gala Dinner.

Congratulations to all!

Getting it Right First Time
(GIRFT)
The national report on Cranial Neurosurgery from the
Getting It Right First Time (GIRFT) programme, led by
Nick Phillips, was published in June 2018, while the
GIRFT spinal services report, led by Mike Hutton with
the help of Justin Nissen, was released in January
2019. Both reports were well-received and trusts have
been working to implement local recommendations
arising from their visits, as well as the national
recommendations contained in the report.

The Sir Hugh Cairns Essay Prize
was awarded to Vejay Vakharia
his essay entitled – “Machine
learning for stereotactic
neurosurgery: A prospective
implementation and validation”

The John Pickard CSF Essay Prize
was awarded to Claudia Craven,
from University College Hospital,
London for her essay entitled:

Neurosurgery revisits are now planned to begin in
September and will be augmented by a new review
of paediatric neurosurgery. Mr Paul May, consultant
neurosurgeon at The Walton Centre and Immediate
Past President of the Society of British Neurological
Surgeons, will lead this work, accompanying Nick on
the visits to neuroscience centres as well as running
reviews at the six children’s hospitals that undertake
paediatric neurosurgery.
This work will link up with GIRFT’s reviews on
paediatric surgery, paediatric critical care and
neonatology to create a picture of national practice,
understanding and reduce unwanted variation.
Paul said: “We want to engage with clinicians and
managers, improve the patient pathway and the
patient/clinician experience, and improve value in the
NHS along the way”.
Nick Phillips
Chair of the National Neurosurgical Audit
Programme

Bootcamps
The 2018 Bootcamps were a great success with high
attendance rates and positive feedback from all who
attended.
Please contact the local organisers if you wish to attend or can contribute. Their contact details can be
obtained from the SBNS Office.

Future Events
Bootcamp
Dates
type

Location

Organiser

ST1

2-6
September 2019

Manchester

Prof. I
Kamaly

ST3

9-13
December 2019

Coventry

Mr Amar
Saxena

ST8

18-22
November 2019

Bristol

Mr Venkat
Iyer

National Neurosurgical Audit Programme (NNAP)
I am sure you are all aware that the NNAP website
has been out of action for some time as we recently
changed website providers. The NNAP Chair, Mr Nick
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Phillips sent out a letter to all SBNS Members on the
9th July explaining the reason for the change over
and the cause of the delay of the new site going live.

The letter can be viewed on the SBNS website under
NNAP Website; hopefully the new site will be up and
running soon.
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SBNS/EANN MEETING MARCH 2019
When the British Association of Neuroscience Nurses
(BANN) approached the SBNS with the proposal
of a joint meeting with the European Association
of Neuroscience Nurses (EANN), the hosts of the
spring meeting, Salford Royal and the SBNS had
no hesitation in agreeing. All three associations
thought it would be an excellent opportunity for the
neurosurgeons and neurosurgical nurses to work
together academically. They were not wrong - the
meeting was a resounding success. The first day of the
meeting was totally joint, kicking off with a Life Long
Learning Session on Oncology led by Tina Karabatsou
and the afternoon session comprised guest lectures
from all three associations. One of the highlights was
an inspiring talk by Sir Alex Ferguson on Leadership.
The remaining days the Nurses and Surgeons used for
free papers and plenary sessions for their members.
The standard of the presentations, oral and posters,
was extremely high and the following prizes were
awarded by the SBNS.
Best SBNS Poster Prize was awarded to Vicky Gibbons
for her poster entitled “The benefits of advanced
practice in Neurosurgery”.

PHOTO GALLERY

Best Oral Presentation Prize was awarded to Daniel
Lewis for his abstract entitled “Inflammation and
vascular permeability correlate with growth in
sporadic vestibular schwannoma: a combined PET,
DCE-MRI and neuropathology study”.
On Thursday Teresa Scott and Meriem Amarouche
ran a ‘Women in Neurosurgery’ Forum which was a
great opportunity for female delegates to network,
discuss the issues they face in the various stages of
their career and to encourage and convince more
women to join neurosurgery. The event was a great
success and we hope to run similar events at future
SBNS meetings.

FUN AND GAMES AT THE WELCOME RECEPTION

HOLE IN ONE BY THE SBNS PRESIDENT

The Social Events were also great fun and the perfect
opportunity for everyone to, relax, enjoy great food/
drinks and catch up with old friends and meet some
new ones.
A big thank you to everyone that helped make the
meeting such a memorable event, the Organising
Committees of BANN/EANN, SBNS, our colleagues at
the Salford Royal, our sponsors, our AV Team ESW and
last but not least our delegates.

Best SBNS Poster Prize Winner

THREE PRESIDENTS
ANNE PREECE (BANN), NEIL KITCHEN (SBNS) & NEAL COOK (EANN)

BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY

Vicky Gibbons
“The benefits of advanced
practice in Neurosurgery”

Best Oral SBNS Presentation Winner

Daniel Lewis
“Inflammation and vascular
permeability correlate with
growth in sporadic vestibular
schwannoma: a combined PET,
DCE-MRI and neuropathology
study”
The oral presentations at the
meeting were also videoed by our
AV Team, ESW, and have been
placed onto a platform called Talking
Slides which is accessible to all delegates and SBNS/
EANN/BANN members. Full details are on the Conference
Archive page on the SBNS website.

THE MANCHESTER TEAM

To view the photos taken throughout the meeting - academic sessions and social events click on the link below:
https://tinyurl.com/SBNSEANNBANN2019
If you would like any individual prints please contact: John Murray - 07804 610179 - www.pnjphotography.com
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BRITISH JOURNAL OF
NEUROSURGERY COMPETITION
Last year the British Journal of Neurosurgery
(BJN) ran a competition to design a new front
cover for the journal. We had a great response
and all the entries were so good they had
trouble picking an outright winner and in the
end decided to pick three designs which will be
rotated over the next three years. The first issue
with the new design was issued to delegates at
the SBNS Spring meeting in Manchester.

The Society Of
Neurosurgeons Of
South Africa (SNSA)
Friendship Meeting
8 - 11 August 2019

SBNS/NANSIG
Career Day
On the 26th of January 2019, the SBNS and the
National Neurology and Neurosurgery Interest Group
(NANSIG) held its 8th Student Career Meeting at
Imperial College, London. Experts in the field covered
all aspects of ‘Becoming a Neurosurgeon’, ‘Being a
Neurosurgeon’ and ‘Innovation in Neurosurgery’. The
meeting was a great success with over 80 delegates
attending from around the UK.
The winner of the best poster prize was awarded
to: Abdurraham Islim for his poster entitled “A
Prognostic Model to Personalise Active Monitoring

The SBNS are invited guests to the Neurosurgeons of
South Africa’s congress in Cape Town, SA. The dates
of the meeting are August 8-11: full days Fri/Sat, half
day Sunday, the conference dinner will be on Saturday
night.
Regimes for Patients with Incidental Asymptomatic
Meningiomas”.
We plan to hold a similar event in January 2020 in
Birmingham the date and venue to be confirmed please visit the NANSIG website later on in the year
for more details visit www.nansig.org/

EANS – Dublin

For more information please visit:
www.snsa-congress.co.za/

SBNS RESEARCH DAY

24 - 28 September 2019

Please note the SBNS will not be hosting an autumn
meeting in 2019 and we would like to encourage
our members to attend the EANS2019 meeting.
Prof. C. Bolger (SBNS Member and our EANS/WFNS
Representative) from the Dublin unit will be the
Congress President.

Just before the main meeting they are planning to
host a meeting for the newly launched African neurooncology group All SBNS members are invited to
attend.

1 NOVEMBER 2019
CAMBRIDGE

The Theme of the meeting is Technology, Techniques,
Training and Transparency with renowned speakers
from all over Europe. They also have some great social
events planned including a networking event in the
famous Guinness Store House in the heart of Dublin.

Please visit the website to register and find out more: www.eans2019.com/

THE UK BRAIN INJURY SYMPOSIUM
6 DECEMBER 2019 LONDON
The Neuro Anaesthesia & Critical Care Society (NACCS)
and the Society of British Neurological Surgeons
invite you to the UK Brain Injury Symposium, a one
day event packed with world class presentations
from leaders giving the very latest in management
of traumatic brain injury, stroke and subarachnoid
haemorrhage. Who should attend?
Anyone involved in brain injury from roadside to
rehab.

The 2nd SBNS Research Day will be held on
Friday 1st November 2019 at Robinson College,
Cambridge.

To find out more, submit an abstract and register
please visit www.braininjuryuk.org

Abstract submission now open – Closing 1st November. Early bird registration rates end 30th September
2019. Register early and save a few pounds!
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The programme will include a wide range of
talks: clinical trials, basic science, PPI, journals
and funding. There is a nominal cost of £30 for
the day.
The registration line is now open please visit the
Research Day page on the SBNS Website. All are
welcome to attend.
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The Apex City Quay Hotel

SBNS SPRING MEETING – 25-27 MARCH 2020
The SBNS Spring meeting will be hosted by our
colleagues at Ninewells Hospital and Medical School,
25-27 March 2020. The conference will take place at
the Apex City Quay Hotel which is situated on the
banks of the River Tay. The venue has easy access to
Dundee Airport and railway station and has ample
accommodation and on-site parking for delegates.

eponymous guest lectures, plenary talks by renowned
speakers and Free Paper Sessions (oral and poster)
from the abstracts submitted. We also hope to include
some breakfast seminars.
As well as an extensive academic programme we
also have some wonderful social events planned.
The welcome reception on Wednesday will be at
the Discovery Point Museum which centres around
Captain Scott of the Antarctic’s Dundee built ship
RRS Discovery and the more formal black tie (kilts
desirable, but optional!) gala dinner will be held in
the newly built Victoria and Albert Museum with its
stunning architecture.

We are also pleased to announce that we have just
had confirmation that the Canadian Neurosurgical
Society (CNSS) will be joining us as invited guests
and the Cerebrospinal Fluid Group (CSF) led by Mr
Richard Edwards will also be joining the meeting
and will be hosting a sub-specialty group meeting
on Tuesday afternoon (24th March) at the conference
venue which all delegates are welcome to attend.

Abstract Submission

The Hunterian and Arris & Gale Lectures, which have
been awarded to SBNS members Hani Marcus and
Aminul Ahmed, will be presented during the meeting:
“The Application of Robotics to Keyhole Transcranial
Endoscopic Microsurgery” & “Using Stem Cells for
Traumatic Brain Injury”. Both are fascinating topics
and should not be missed. There will also be several

Abstracts on all neurosurgical related topics and
specialty areas are invited for the SBNS Spring
Meeting. The lines close on the 1st December 2019.
To submit an abstract and find out more about the
meeting please visit the Dundee Conference page
on the SBNS Website https://www.sbns.org.uk/index.
php/conferences/dundee-2020/

The Discovery Museum and the Victoria and
Albert Museum

We look forward to welcoming you all to the beautiful city of Dundee next spring!
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Dates For your diary
Future SBNS Meetings
SBNS Spring Meeting
Dundee
25 -27 March 2020
BritSpine 2020
1-3 April 2020
Wembley Stadium, London
www.BritSpine.com

SBNS Autumn Meeting
Blackpool
16 - 18 September 2020
(The Indian Neurosurgical Society and the
British Association of Spinal Surgeons)

Details for the above meetings and
various other meetings and courses please
visit the Dates for your Diary Section on
the SBNS website: https://www.sbns.org.
uk/index.php/conferences/diary/

Egyptian Society Meeting
27 - 30 October 2020
(SBNS as invited guests)
First announcement here

The SBNS Newsletter is your chance to communicate with your SBNS colleagues. Contributions are welcome for the next issue due out in
January 2020; content will be required by the end of October 2019.
Please contact Suzanne Murray at the SBNS office admin@sbns.org.uk

Meetings Supported by Aesculap Academia
British Neurosurgical Research Group
Thursday 7th - Friday 8th November 2019
The University of Edinburgh
10th Liverpool Paediatric Neurosurgery
Masterclass
Thursday 5th and Friday 6th December
2019
Hope Street, Liverpool
British Skull Base Society Meeting
Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th January
2020
Pullman, London St Pancras Hotel
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British Neurovascular Group Meeting
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th February 2020
Best Western Plus Stoke on Trent City
Centre Moat House

Endoscopic Anterior Skull Base
Surgery Hands-on Cadaveric Course
Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th June 2020
University of Leeds

British Paediatric Neurosurgical Group
Meeting
Nurse BPNG and National Paediatric
Neuroscience Benchmarking Group
Meeting
Thursday 12th and Friday 13th March
2020
Jurys Inn, Oxford

Care of the Critically Ill Neurosurgical
Patient Course
Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th July 2020
Day 1 - B. Braun Business Centre,
Sheffield
Day 2 - Royal Hallamshire Hospital,
Sheffield

 The first long term telemetric
pressure sensor for the
treatment of hydrocephalus
 Decision-making support with		
quick and easy evaluation of
clinical symptoms
 Determination of optimal
valve pressure setting
 Localisation of shunt blockages:
Proximal and distal

MIETHKE SENSOR RESERVOIR
TELEMETRIC SHUNT CONTROL – READING INNER VALUES

B. Braun Medical Ltd | Aesculap | Thorncliffe Park | Sheffield | S35 2PW
Tel 0114 225 9000 | Fax 0114 225 9111 | www.bbraun.co.uk

