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SOCIETY OF BRITISH
NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS
SUMMER NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2007
Message from the President,
Prof. John Pickard
To paraphrase Bill Clinton,
‘its our patients and their
families, stupid’. In other
words, the business of
neurosurgery is to provide
the
best
affordable
healthcare for our patients
in a safe, caring and
respectful environment by a
competent team with
access to the appropriate
technology and facilities for
rehabilitation.
Such a
simple concept but seldom
has there been a greater need for the joined-up thinking
required for it to be delivered in the midst of chaotic change.

MMC, MTAS and manpower planning
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As our effective, outgoing past-president James Steers has
always made clear, it is essential to distinguish between these
three processes. MMC led by Professor Alan Crockard, after his
successful direction of the Education Department at the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, was widely accepted as an
imaginative way forwards. Sadly, its implementation by others
through MTAS has been a nightmare. As a small discipline,
neurosurgery has largely made MTAS function but never again
can there be an application process without CV’s. Despite this
untrialled process, shortlisting within neurosurgery appears to
have achieved its objective with a safety net provided by
rounds 1B/2. The enhanced interview process was an
indication of what we can achieve in the future on a national
basis. In the light of experience, allocation to ST1 etc. based
on overly prescriptive specifications may disadvantage some
individuals and perhaps it should be left to the discretion of
the national selection panel, as ever, flexibility is required.
National selection for a small discipline such as neurosurgery
has to be in place for 2008. It is the best way of ensuring
equity and best practice, appointing the best candidates and
reducing the risk of having to sort out failing trainees and
consultants down the line. All these points will be made to the
Tooke enquiry together with the need for coupling the
application process to sensitive and responsive manpower
planning.

Workforce planning
This year, the annual Safe Neurosurgery meeting was
rebadged as ‘Future of Neurosurgery UK’ or ‘How to run a
Neurosurgery Unit beyond 2007’. Mr van Hille has summarised
the programme later in this newsletter and the presentations
are on the SBNS website. Key to workforce planning is the
excellent survey masterminded by Mr Richard Nelson as
Chairman of the SAC, as presented at the Annual Joint
SAC/Programme Directors Meeting, held on June 22nd. I
would encourage the six units who have not yet responded to
do so. We now have an overview of the demography of our
specialty including the consultant age structure and number
of CCT’s emerging each year. There is widespread concern over
the increasing number of CCT’s who have not yet secured
consultant posts. However, if units will now grasp the nettle
and think through how they will deliver a service in the light
of EWTD, rotas, educational contracts and opportunities,
mentoring/supervision of new consultants, waiting list
targets, subspecialisation etc. have a surfeit of unemployed
trained neurosurgeons. It is Council’s intention to produce a
referenced update to Safe Neurosurgery which can be used as
a toolbox – one size will not fit all units. Council will be
considering how to feed into the Darzi Review. [http://www
.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Lettersandcirculars/De
arcolleagueletters/DH_076539] – it was prescient of the
Charing Cross team to invite the new Parliamentary
Undersecretary of State for Health to the recent SBNS
meeting!

Lifelong learning: revalidation,
relicensing, recertification
In anticipation of the recent publication of the
White Paper on ‘Trust, Assurance and Safety – the
Regulation of Health Professionals in the 21st
Century’, the SBNS and FSSA have already become
engaged with the English College in planning the
way forwards through a Committee chaired by Ms
Anne Moore. It is accepted that the Specialty
Associations will provide the detailed mechanisms under the
overall umbrella of the Royal Colleges. The SBNS has already
started the process through provision of the e-logbook,
identification of index procedures, multi-source feedback
forms (MSF, formerly 360 degree appraisal) and CPD
portfolios. Simon Thomson is leading the drive to establish a
pan-neurosciences e-learning system through the Joint
Neurosciences Council.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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Value for money: meetings, charitable status and
subscriptions
As Mr Neil Kitchen, the Treasurer, has made clear in his recent letter
to full members, the SBNS has to establish a secure financial
framework for its activities which is not reliant on industrial income
from meetings. The business meeting at Charing Cross endorsed this
approach. Happily, careful negotiations with the new Editorial Team
and Publishers of the British Journal of Neurosurgery and with the
Edinburgh College has secured very advantageous rates for access to
the Journal and to the e-logbook as part of the proposed increase in
subscription that, subject to the wish of the Society, will be indexlinked henceforth. It is vital there is a quorum at the Glasgow
meeting for a vote on this issue.
At long last, the Charity Commissioners are content and we are now
a Charity thanks to the persistence of James Steers, Tony Bell and
Neil Kitchen.
The Charing Cross meeting proved to be a watershed in the delivery
of a modern, high quality educational programme, thanks to the
enormous efforts of Messrs Palmer, Peterson, Mendoza, O’Neill and
Professor van Dellen. Despite the prophets of doom, the breakfast
seminars were well attended and of excellent quality. The Gala Dinner
at the House of Commons was a triumph for the Charing Cross team
and our host the Rt Hon Dr Robert Spinks MP.
British Neurosurgery continues to impress internationally with the
recent Society of University Neurosurgeons (SUN) meeting hosted by
Neil Kitchen and the imminent EANS meeting in Glasgow (President,
Mr Ken Lindsay), the International Society for Paediatric
Neurosurgery in Liverpool (Chairman, Mr Paul May) and International
Symposia on Clinical Microdialysis (Cambridge), Syringomyelia
(Rugby) and the Vegetative State (Cambridge).
Finally, the SBNS was faced with a very difficult choice over the next
President-Elect, both of whom would have done the job most ably.
On your behalf, I have written to Phil van Hille to offer my
congratulations and commiserations. However, he is not allowed to
take up office until he has secured a new secretary! I am delighted
that Charitable Status has been achieved just as our Past-President
demits office – James has achieved a great deal for the SBNS and
continues to do so as President of the FSSA.
With best wishes for your summer vacation.

Professor John Pickard
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Message from the Honorary Secretary
Elsewhere in the newsletter are the results of the recent Society
elections. (No-one more surprised than I, though honoured, I am
daunted by the task ahead.) I would like to pay tribute to Ken Lindsay
who has over many years, made a huge contribution to the Society
and would have been a worthy President. You are all encouraged to
attend the European Congress in Glasgow in September, hosted by
Ken, as he sees out his Presidency of the EANS.
Alistair Jenkins is welcomed back to council along with Fred Nath,
and Paul Chumas as the EANS/WFNS representative. The recent mailout, to full members, included a request for nominations for the
position of Honorary Secretary, as I will need to demit from this post.
Also, thanks to Suzanne Murray, who keeps the office and indeed the
Society running smoothly. Without her, the position of secretary
would be impossible due to the current workload on the Society.
The President in his message talks of the change in subscription rates
to the Society and the advantages that have been secured. With this
there has been some redefining of the categories of membership. Full
members are those in active practice as consultants, or nonconsultant career grade specialists who are subject to annual NHS
style appraisals. Associate members are those in training in the UK
and Ireland. International members are those in practice abroad.
Senior members are those previous full members of retirement age no
longer in active practice. Affiliate membership is open to all. Two full
members must support all new applications for membership. The
secretariat will be strict in enforcing this and full members are asked
to take this responsibility seriously – as well as when sponsoring
abstracts for scientific meetings. Honorary membership is conferred
to those Neurosurgeons abroad who have made a significant
contribution to British Neurosurgery.
The Society has recently struck a fine silver and blue enamel medal,
which is to be awarded to eminent British Neurosurgeons. The first
will be presented to Professor Bryan Jennett at the EANS Congress in
Glasgow. Full members are invited to nominate surgeons for both the
Society medal and honorary membership by submitting a citation to
Council.
Members are also reminded of the recent mail-out and encourage
you to attend the General meeting in Glasgow to ensure a quorum
at the General Meeting. Also please submit your applications for
ACCEA awards to the SBNS before the deadline in mid September.
Finally please make your nominations for the post of Honarary
Secretary.

Honorary Secretary
Philip van Hille
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Dates for your Diary

UK Meetings and Conferences
9-13th September 2007
35th Annual Meeting of the International Society for
Paediatric Neurosurgery
Venue: Liverpool
For further information visit: http://www.happen.co.uk/ispn2007/
19-21st September 2007
4th International Conference on Clinical Microdialysis
Venue: Cambridge.
For further information visit: http://www.iccm4.com/
20-21st September 2007
2007 Annual Education Conference, Developing Careers in
Surgical Education Conference
Venue: Royal College of Surgeons of England
Contact: pdcourses@rcseng.ac.uk or call: 020 7869 6351
http://www.rcseng.ac.uk/education/courses/annual_education_2007.
html
23-25th October 2007
International Syringomyelia Symposium - Syringomyelia 2007
Venue: Rugby
For further information visit: http://www.syringomyelia2007.org/
or email: admin@syringomyelia2007.org
26-27th October 2007
International symposium on the vegetative and minimally
conscious state
Venue: Robinson College, Cambridge
For further details visit: http://www.vegetativestate.info/
2-3rd November 2007
British Cervical Spine Society Meeting, Newcastle 2007
Venue: Jesmond Dene House
Abstract Submission by Monday, 17th September 2007 to:
Justin.Nissen@nuth.nhs.uk
29th-30th November 2007
Controversies in Neurosurgery Symposium II
Venue: The Compleat Angler Hotel, Marlow
Contact: Aynsley Pix or Rachel Kent 0114 225 9034/5 or
academia.bbmuk@bbraun.com For further information visit:
http://www.aesculap-academia.co.uk
10th December 2007
Restoring Mobility: theories, technologies and effective
treatments
Venue: Royal College of Physicians, London
Contact: Conference coordinator Tel: 020 7935 1174 ext. 252 email:
conferences@rcplondon.ac.uk
http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/event/details.aspx?e=680

14-15th February 2008
British Neurosurgical Research Group &
Neurosurgical Department, Kings College Hospital
Annual Meeting 2008
Venue: Hilton, Tower Bridge, London
For more information visit: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/bnrg/

International Meetings and Conferences
13-16th September 2007
2nd Congress of International Society of
Reconstructive Neurosurgery
5th Scientific Meeting of the WFNS
Neurorehabilitation Committee
Venue: Taipei International Convention Center
Website: www.isrn2007.org
2nd October 2007
First European Robotic Radiosurgery Symposium
Venue: Forum HVB in the Centre of Munich
For further information please visit:
http://www.radiosurgery2007.com/munichsymposium/
Or email: europeanevents@accuray.com
17-19th January 2008
5th Congress EURONEURO 2008
Venue: MECC, Maastricht - the Netherlands
Contact: info@euroneuro.eu

Neurosurgery Courses 2006
The Education Dept at the college runs numerous courses at the
college. For further details please contact:
The Raven Department of Education
The Royal College of Surgeons of England
35-43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3PE
Tel: 020 7869 6341
Fax: 020 7869 6329
Email: neurosurgery@rcseng.ac.uk
Web: http://www.rcseng.ac.uk/
Or visit the SBNS website http;//www.sbns.org/ under courses/dates
for your diary.

Next Issue January 2008
The Newsletter is your chance to communicate with your SBNS
Colleagues and is also a vehicle for any announcements of interest
to Society members. This is your newsletter and contributions are
welcome for the next issue – please contact:
Suzanne Murray, SBNS Administrator
Society of British Neurological Surgeons
35-43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields
London WC2A 3PE
Tel: +44 020 7869 6892 Fax: +44 020 7869 6890
e-mail: admin@sbns.freeserve.co.uk
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Fred Nath, James Cook University Hospital,
Middlesbrough
With over 20 years experience as an NHS
Consultant, Fred has considerable understanding of
the issues we face in modern neurosurgical
practice, such as government imposed targets and
changes in neurosurgical training.
This is
augmented by his experience as an Intercollegiate
Examiner, Regional Advisor and Past Clinical
Director of Neurosurgery. Fred will provide both
breadth and depth of experience to the SBNS Council.

Mr Paul Chumas, The General Infirmary at Leeds
Mr Chumas regularly teaches on the EANS and
ESPN courses and is a member of the SAC in
neurosurgery. In addition, he is on the Editorial
Board of Acta Neurochirurgica. This interest in
training and research would be a good basis for
him to act as the SBNS representative to the
WFNS and EANS.
Congratulations to all newly elected members of Council and a big
thank you to outgoing members, Mr Kerr and Mr Hope, for their
valuable contribution to the Society.

Prof. J Hankinson 1919-2007
John Hankinson, emeritus Professor of
Neurosurgery at Newcastle General
Hospital, died on 10 March 2007.
“Hank”, as he subsequently became known
to one and all, became consultant
neurosurgeon in 1957 in Newcastle, having
followed Frederick Rowbotham there from
Queen Square. He continued his academic
interest,
becoming
Professor
of
Neurosurgery in 1972 at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. His
principal medical interest throughout a long and varied career was in
functional neurosurgery. He had many publications in the field and
lectured widely both nationally and internationally. He was also an
authority on syringomyelia.
He was a member of the SBNS from 1955 and was Honorary
Secretary of the SBNS from 1972-1977 and President from 19801982.
Hank retired in 1984, but remained a frequent visitor to the
Newcastle unit for over 20 years both medically and socially. He was
a loyal and entertaining colleague, and his sudden death came as a
great shock to the department. He is sadly missed.

A Jenkins, Consultant Neurosurgeon, Newcastle
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SBNS Spring Meeting - April 2007

Informa Healthcare and the Society are pleased to announce that for
the duration of 2007 FULL members will be receiving, as part of their
membership, issues 3 through to 6 (four issues in total) of the British
Journal of Neurosurgery. This will be an additional service, beginning
with the June issue, that both parties are providing to Society
members. We hope you will benefit from the added value to your
membership. For more information about British Journal of
Neurosurgery or to submit an article please go to the following site:
www.informaworld.com/cbjn

Certificates will be presented at the SBNS
Our thanks and
gala dinner in Liverpool.
congratulations go to all presenters.
The social programme was also a great success especially the
champagne tasting and gala dinner at the House of Commons with a
guided tour of the chambers, excellent food, wine and an
entertaining speech by our House of Commons Host Dr Robert Spink
MP.

SBNS Website www.sbns.org.uk
New developments
It is now possible to view your SBNS subscription account through
the website. We haven’t yet updated all the accounts but will be
doing so in the near future. It is also now possible to pay the SBNS
through the website using your credit card (so there should be no
excuse to be in arrears!)
We have also added a “dates for your diary” page that summarises
future conferences, courses and other neurosurgical events.
The next developments planned are pages to support the collection
of audit data and we need to restructure the application for
membership pages and the academic section.
I would also like to remind members who have not as yet logged on
to do so as soon as possible and please also update your membership
profile to ensure we have your correct details and email address.
If anyone has other ideas they would like to explore please do not
hesitate to contact the SBNS office.

Logbook
The logbook now has over 130,000 neurosurgical procedures
recorded. There have been a number of new developments as
follows:
• The ability to verify trainee operations and copy them into a
trainer’s logbook has now been implemented
• The new PC logbook supports the storage of images
• Greatly enhanced procedure filtering mechanisms
• The link to ISCP has been established
The next generation web logbook (currently in testing) supports the
collection of audit data and the personalisation of reports.

The best poster prize was awarded to Mr G Narethiran from Wessex
Neurological Hospital for his poster entitled:
Internet Neurosurgery 5-year experience.
He will be awarded the Archimedes (previously Link
Pharmaceuticals) poster prize.

The SBNS Officers and the Charing Cross Hosts
For the Society’s 150th Scientific Meeting our hosts from Charing
Cross Hospital and the SBNS Meetings Secretary pulled out all the
stops to make it a memorable occasion. This included a revamped
scientific programme with high quality guest lectures given by Mr
Maurice Williams (aneurysm surgery), Prof James Fawcett (plasticity),
and Sir Ara Darzi (surgical robotics), and the breakfast seminars, both
on the legal aspects of practice and MMC training were surprisingly
well-attended and excellent value. Quizdom handsets were also
introduced to enable the delegates to interact, and for the speakers
to get instant feedback by ‘asking the audience’ their opinions.

I am also pleased to announce the SBNS team put in a very creditable
performance amongst a record field of over 400 runners at the Fun
Run at Bushy Park on Saturday morning. The first team member home
was Matt Crocker from Kings College Hospital in little over 17
minutes and is Britain’s fastest Neurosurgeon! Well-done Matt.
Finally, the SBNS would like to say a big thank you to all the Charing
Cross team and the conference organisers, Julie and Marsha from
AVA Venues for their hard work and commitment to making the
150th meeting so successful.

Suzanne Murray
As usual the standard of submissions was extremely high and the
scorers, led by Prof. van Dellen, had the difficult task selecting the
best presentations. As we will not be having an official SBNS
Autumn meeting two presentation winners were selected.
The 1st prize was awarded to Mr Kia Rezajooi from
University College London for his presentation
entitled:
Vaccination against inhibitory myelin based
molecules; a trial of vaccination therapy to
stimulate axonal regeneration and sprouting in
adult mammalian spinal cord injury. He will be
awarded the Medtronic Travel Bursary of £1,500.
The 2nd prize was awarded to Ms G Zadeh from the
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery
for her presentation entitled:
Role of Angiopoietin-2 in regulating growth and
vascularity of astrocytomas.
She will be awarded the Codman presentation prize.

Future of Neurosurgery UK, 29th June 2007
This meeting was held at the Royal College in London on 29th June
to raise awareness of the problems which lie ahead as we approach
the full introduction of the European Working Time Directive (EWTD)
in 2009, when the 48-hour week becomes mandatory. Providing a
service to our patients with these restrictions, whilst training the
future generation of neurosurgeons under MMC, achieving the
increasingly tight waiting time targets and at the same time
implementing the recommendations of bodies such as NICE, does
require a rethink of the structure and resources available to run
Neurosurgical Units.
The meeting, very much the brainchild of the President and chaired
by him, was attended by over 80 delegates, mostly consultants, as
well as several trainees, managers and commissioners. The morning
session highlighted the availability and value of colleagues and allied
professionals, such as the Hospital at Night Team, Surgical Care
Practitioners, Specialist Nurses and Clinical Nurse Practitioners in
meeting the demands of service and training. The often threatened

If anybody needs help with any aspect of the logbook then please do
not hesitate to contact Simon.Thomson@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

Simon Thomson, SBNS Website Committee
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role of the Medical Secretary was also emphasised. IT projects such
as the Connecting for Health initiative and the electronic patient
record also offered potential value, though in some regions did more
to aggravate the situation.
Professor John Lowry, Chairman of the Working Time Directive at RCS
(Eng) gave two excellent talks on the law surrounding the EWTD and
the optimisation of service delivery and training opportunities under
the restricted hours. Connor Marron, past president of ASIT spoke on
the various rota options to cover the service at all levels emphasising
there was no simple solution and units would need to find a local
solution. Rod Laing spoke of the Cambridge way of organising the
acute workload by having a “consultant of the week” and Dorothy
Lang spoke eloquently of the value and benefits of combined
consultant operating. Nick Haden and Mary Murphy spoke of the
benefits and pitfalls of being a new (junior) consultant and the role
of mentors. Sue Besser (Lay member of Council) spoke of the patients’
concerns of being treated by the increasing army of non-medical
staff with misleading titles, who often fail to explain their function
and qualification. Also of the use of nurses to plug the personnel
gaps, and to train the newly qualified medical staff that leave
medical school with inadequate knowledge and skills.

The meeting will also be held jointly with the Congress of
Neurological Surgeons. A comprehensive programme will provide a
state of the art review of neurosurgery reflecting scientific progress
and technical advances in the specialty.
The Congress will be held at the SECC in the centre of Glasgow on the
banks of the River Clyde, a mere 30 minute drive from the beautiful
Loch Lomond and wonderful scenic countryside. The combined
scientific and social programme for participants and accompanying
persons should provide an outstanding combination of educational
and cultural entertainment and the opportunity to make new friends
and renew old acquaintances from all over the world.
The SBNS will be holding its General Meeting during the congress
on Thursday 6th September at 4.00pm, it is important as many
Full members as possible attend as the Resolution (mentioned
earlier by the President) will be discussed and voted on at this
meeting. The Agenda and papers will be available for
downloading on the SBNS website in August.
For further information and registration please visit
http://www.eans2007.com/index.cfm

SBNS Spring Meeting – Liverpool 2008
It is clear that safe, timely and thoughtful care to our patients does
rely on the long campaigned for increase in consultant numbers,
which hopefully may still be realised in the coming years. Prof.
Pickard closed the meeting by discussing manpower planning and the
promise that this meeting will result in a document, perhaps “Safe
Neurosurgery 2009”, with chapters on rotas and the Hospital at Night
Team, team working, the role of allied professionals, finance and
business planning and a recommended unit infrastructure.
The presentations from the meeting will be available for downloading
on the SBNS website under conferences.

P van Hille
Honorary Secretary, SBNS
Joint EANS/SBNS Meeting 2-7th September 2007
Glasgow

The SBNS Spring meeting (9-11th April 2008) will be hosted by our
colleages at the Walton Centre for Neurology & Neurosurgery and
will be held at the new build Arena and Convention Centre Liverpool.
Liverpool is the European Capital of Culture for 2008 and the year
promises to be an incredible experience for all visitors to the city, so
don’t forget to put the date in your diary.

Future SBNS Scientific Meeting Dates
Autumn 2007
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to new members of the SBNS
The following members had their membership ratified at the General
Meeting held on 26th April 2007 at the Novotel, Hammersmith.

Full
Miss S Bojanic – The Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford
Mr I Fouyas - Aberdeen Royal Infirmary
Mr D Lawson -The Walton Centre, Liverpool

Results of ballots
I am pleased to announce the results of the recent ballots:
President Elect: Mr Philip van Hille, Leeds General Infirmary.
SBNS Council Members: Alistair Jenkins, Newcastle General and Mr
Fred Nath, James Cook University Hospital, Middlesbrough.
EANS/WFNS Representative: Mr Paul Chumas, Leeds General
Infirmary

Associate
Mr A Ahmad - North Staffs.
Mr R Chelvarajah - National Hospital, London
Mr C Cowie - Newcastle General Hosp.
Mr A Elashaal - Ninewells, Dundee
Mr K Hossain-Ibrahim – QEH Birmingham
Mr C Kaliaperumal - Univ. Hospital, Cardiff
Mr S Kuruvath - Oldchurch Hospital
Mr Laban - Charing Cross, London
Mr J Leach - Oxford
Mr S Price - Addenbrookes, Cambridge
Mr S Sinha - Royal Liverpool
Mr M Tisdall - National Hospital, London
Mr A Toma - National Hospital, London
Mr P Brennan - Edinburgh
Miss P De Lacy - Cardiff
Miss V Elwell - Charing Cross
Mr N Furtado - Leeds
Mr D Holsgrove - Manchester
Mr T Murphy - Cork
Mr D Nandi - Oxford
Mr S Pushpananthan - St Georges
Miss H Pulhorn – Swansea
Mr J Bull – London
Ms J Clayton – Nottingham
Mr M Crocker – London
Mr G Fellows - London
Mr A Helmy – Cambridge
Mr G Narenthiran – Wessex
Mr R O’Kane – Leeds
Mr S Smith –Nottingham
Mr I Timofeev – Cambridge
Miss C Ward – W Sussex
Miss M Sharp - Nottingham

Mr Philip van Hille
The General Infirmary at Leeds
Philip van Hille has over the past six
years been elected to both the SAC in
Neurosurgery and the Society’s
committees and is currently the SBNS
Honorary Secretary and Chair of the
CPD Committee. He has worked
closely with the three most recent
Presidents and is well versed in the
Society’s aims, strategies and
agendas and is able to progress these.
He wishes to ensure the Society increasingly engages with its
members ensuring value and purpose through the scientific
meetings and educational programmes. He would also like the
Society to work closely with the SAC to direct and influence the
implementation of the MMC process, the working time directive and
manpower planning, as well as the process of revalidation and
re-certification, of both the generalist and the sub-specialist, whilst
continuing to maintain and implement standards and national
guidelines.

Affiliated
Arena and Convention Centre, Liverpool

The call for abstracts is enclosed - submissions will be via the SBNS
website under the conference page. Further details and a registration
pack will be available on the SBNS website later on in the year.

This Autum the SBNS is proud to be hosting the EANS Meeting in
Glasgow, 2-7th September 2007, led by Mr Ken Lindsay, President of
the EANS and SBNS Member.
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Spring 2008
Autumn 2008
Spring 2009

- Glasgow (Joint with EANS)
2-7th September 2007
- Liverpool 9-11th April 2008
- Nottingham tbc
- Birmingham tbcDates for

Mr A Manning – London
Dr B Dhamija – London
Mr S Muquit – London
Mr B Zebian – London
Mr G Zilani – Oxford

Senior
Mr R Maurice–Williams
Prof. DGT Thomas
Mr D Byrnes

Membership Subscriptions - Are you paid up?
I would like to thank all members who have paid their 2007 annual
subscriptions. The Treasurer recently sent out statements to all
members in arrears indicating any shortfall. If you were one of those
members could you please settle your account as soon as possible by
sending a cheque to the SBNS office or you can pay online via the
website by logging on and checking your details section on the left
hand menu. Subscription income is vital to the efficient running of
the Society.

He will make an excellent President when he takes over from John
Pickard in September 2008. Call for nomination papers for his
replacement as Hon. Secretary have been sent to Full members.

Alistair Jenkins, Newcastle General Hospital
Alistair Jenkins trained as a neurosurgeon
in Glasgow and Liverpool. He was
appointed as a consultant in Newcastle
upon Tyne in 1990. Since then he has
developed a broad based NHS practice
focusing mainly on cranial work. His areas
of specialist interest include paediatric,
vascular and functional neurosurgery. He
has previous experience of serving on the
SBNS Council from 2001 to 2005. He is a
strong supporter of clinical and training
priorities and will continue to vigorously defend them against ever
increasing threats arising from political and financial expediency.
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