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Society of British
Neurological Surgeons

A Message from the President
fast becoming the NHS’s primary programme for
clinical review. I am optimistic that as a clinically led
programme this will help enable improvement in our
resource and infrastructure.
We face many challenges as a speciality and are in
the spot light as a high cost service with a credible
national audit programme and clearly defined
provider base.

It is with sadness that we report the recent death of
Anthony Jefferson and our thoughts and condolences
go out to his family.
Finally, I wish you a happy, safe and peaceful time
with family and friends over the December and
January holiday period.

Mechanical thrombectomy, seven day a week
working, perceived low volume for rarer conditions
in both adult and paediatric practice, let alone the
implications of Brexit to research and work force
planning, are all current and active.
Paul May, SBNS President

As we eagerly await the first iteration of the
Cranial and Spinal Neurosurgical GIRFT Report I
would like to thank Nick Phillips and Justin Nissen
for their engagement and commitment to what is

The SBNS have been invited to participate in the
Hellenic Neurosurgical Society Meeting on the
beautiful island of Crete in May. The meeting will take
place in the Avra Imperial Hotel, Chania
http://www.avraimperialhotel.gr/

supported by

Despite this apparent chaos and uncertainty, I
remain very confident in the quality, provision and
distribution of neurosurgical services throughout the
UK. It is my view that increased collaboration between
our neurosurgical centres regional and nationally is a
much better way forward than the painful attempts at
reconfiguration that we have seen attempted in other
specialities.

There will be English/Greek presentations over the
three day meeting and the top 5 British abstracts will
receive an award which will cover registration and
accommodation for the duration of the congress.

For further information and to submit an abstract
please visit
http://synthesispco.com/enxe2018
The early bird registration closes on the 1st March
and the abstract line closes on the 25th March 2018.
We hope to have a good turnout from the SBNS.
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Welcome to
New Members

A Sad Farewell

The following members were ratified at the
SBNS AGM held on the 21st September 2017
in Liverpool during the SBNS Autumn Meeting.

Full
Anthony Amato-Watkins		
Amit Amit		
Robert Brownstone		
Julian Cahill		
Sophie Camp		
Chris Cowie		
Simon Cudlip		
Samantha Hettige		
Katherine Holland		
Harshal Ingale		
Haider Kareem		
Kyriakos Mataliotakis		
Nikolaos Paidakakos		
Omar Pathmanaban		
Benedetta Pettorini		
Suresh Pushpananthan		
Ankur Saxena		
Alireza Shoakazemi		
Mario Teo		
Anna Visca 		
Edward White		

Glasgow
Coventry
London
Cork
London
Newcastle
Oxford
London
Liverpool
Nottingham
London
Salford
Oxford
Manchester
Liverpool
London
Manchester
Manchester
Glasgow
Liverpool
Birmingham

Associate
Amar Bhavsar		
Anna Craig-McQuaide		
Monica-Simona Gherle		
Ashan Jayasekera		
Chris Kellett		
Nicholas McConnell		
Rory Piper		
Sebastian Toescu		
Libby van Tonder		
Ravi Vemaraju		

Birmingham
Cambridge
Plymouth
Newcastle
London
Hull
Cambridge
London
Liverpool
Wales

Anthony Jefferson

Anthony Jefferson 1922-2017, son of Sir Geoffrey Jefferson, educated at Rugby School, graduated in
Medicine from Oriel College, Oxford University.
His neurosurgical training was at Duke University in North Carolina, McGill University in Montreal and
Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford. He was appointed consultant neurosurgeon in Sheffield in 1956, initially
working with James Hardman. Subsequently as a Senior Consultant, he encouraged and actively
supported the dynamic development of new methods in clinical neurosurgery and academic research
in Sheffield. He personally had a particular interest in pituitary tumours and published widely on the
topic, to which he made a substantial contribution to the development of the trans nasal surgical
approach.
He had a wide spectrum of interests, particularly in hydrocephalus and aqua ductal stenosis. In cervical
disc surgery he described the far lateral approach. He was widely respected not only in Great Britain
but also on the international scene. For a number of years he was on the editorial board of Acta
Neurochurgica. He retired as consultant neurosurgeon from Sheffield in 1986.
Anthony was blessed with high intellect and an excellent sense of humour. He was the epitome of
an English gentleman, always polite, never loud, but with the ability to convey his disapproval with
cutting sarcasm! He was in truth a very kind and generous man, supportive of both his trainees and
his colleagues, taking pleasure in encouraging them to reach their full potential.

Congratulations

Affiliated
Mohammed Afzal		
Usama Ali		
Sanjay Chugh		
Naomi Deakin		
Lucie Ferguson 		
Katie Hardingham		
David Holmes		
Zsolt Meszaros		
Frazer O’Brien		
Priya Rogers		
Alex Smedley		
Eric Thelin		
Dominic Townsend		
Anastasia Tsyben		
Lieropi Tzanetaki		

Coventry
Oxford
Bournemouth
Cambridge
Newcastle
Cardiff
Belfast
Germany
Wigan
London
Southampton
Cambridge
Watford
Cambridge
Germany

International
Ka Hou Carlos Chung		
Abdallah Groshi Mansur Groshi		
Khalid Mahmood		
Edwin Mogere		

Australia
South Africa
Iraq
Kenya

Senior
Seb Bavetta		 Romford
William Harkness		 London
Rosalind Mitchell		 Birmingham
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Asim Sheikh

Norman Dott Medal and Barrow Foundation UK Fellowship
Mr Asim Sheikh, RCS Senior Skullbase Fellow Neurosurgery, Leeds General Infirmary was awarded the
Norman Dott Medal for his outstanding performance in the FRCS(SN) examination in 2017. The medal
is awarded annually by the Board of Examiners and will be presented to him at the Gala dinner of the
SBNS Spring Meeting in Torquay on 12th April 2018.
Winners of the Norman Dott Medal also receive the Barrow Foundation UK Fellowship, which provides
for a six-week observership at the Barrow Institute, Phoenix, Arizona and for attendance at the AANS
congress. Well done and congratulations!
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Our colleagues at Derriford Hospital, Plymouth are
delighted to be hosting the SBNS Spring Meeting in
April 2018. They have chosen to hold the meeting in
Torquay at the Riviera Centre, which has excellent
conference facilities and beautiful views of the sea.

The Life Long Learning session on Wednesday morning
will be on Spine, led by Tim Germon and will be aimed
at trainees and consultants. A great opportunity to
fulfil external CPD for appraisal and revalidation and
to find out about the latest developments.

We have a great academic programme planned,
with something for everyone, from medical students
to senior neurosurgeons, covering a wide range of
specialities. On Tuesday afternoon (April 10th), the
British Neurotrauma Group (BNTG) will be joining us
and hosting a half day meeting from 12:30 - 17:30.
Attendance is free, and all are welcome, but you must
pre-register with Carole Turner before the 26th March
to secure a place.
Email: clt29@medschl.cam.ac.uk

We also have three excellent eponymous lectures:

On Wednesday afternoon, we are arranging a
workshop for medical students who have an interest
in neurosurgery in conjunction with the Neurology
and Neurosurgery Interest Group (NANSIG). More
details will be posted on the conference website once
the programme has been confirmed. There will be a
nominal charge of £25.00 to attend.

 Victor Horsley Lecture - Prof. John Pickard,
Professor of Neurosurgery, Cambridge - ‘Acorns in
Neurosurgery’
 Sir Hugh Cairns Lecture - Prof. Oliver Hannemann,
Neurology Consultant, Plymouth Hospital NHS
Trust - M&M’s: Merlin and Meningiomas
 The Geoffrey Jefferson Lecture Lord David Owen
-“Neuroscience and Psychology of Hubris
Syndrome”
As usual there will be free paper sessions, a poster
session, two breakfasts seminars and an extensive
trade exhibition.
SBNS meetings, as we all know, are not all work and

no play! They are also a great opportunity to network
and catch up with friends and colleagues.
The Welcome Reception, on Wednesday evening, will
be at Torre Abbey, an historic museum and art gallery
with lots to see and do. Food and drink will be provided
and entrance is included in the registration fee. The
more formal gala dinner, on Thursday evening, will be
in the Spanish Barn, one of the buildings adjacent to
Torre Abbey, so named because it was used to hold
prisoners of war from the Spanish Armada in 1588,
but have no fear…it has been spruced up and the
only bars in the building will be those serving alcohol.
We look forward to welcoming you to Torquay (The
English Riviera ) in April.

THE ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
DEADLINE HAS BEEN
EXTENDED TO
nd
2 JANUARY 2018

To find out more about the meeting, to register and book accommodation please visit the Plymouth Conference Page on the SBNS
website: http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/plymouth-2018/
The conference app will be available for downloading in March and will then have everything you need for the conference at your
fingertips.
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Global Health Research Group on Neurotrauma –
Launch Meeting

The NIHR Global Health Research Group on
Neurotrauma (GHRGN) launch meeting was held
at Robinson College, Cambridge on the 27th of
September 2017. It marked the official inception of
the Group and brought together representatives
of 15 countries, including all 8 partner countries,
with delegates from India, Indonesia, Malaysia and
Myanmar to South Africa, Tanzania, Ethiopia and
Colombia.

The hall was a melting pot of neurotrauma expertise.
The Group, led by Prof. Peter Hutchinson from the
Academic Division of Neurosurgery at Addenbrooke's
Hospital, University of Cambridge came into fruition
because of the rising global neurotrauma burden,
predominantly in low and middle-income countries
(LMICs). More than 5 million people die every year as
a result of trauma, accounting for 9% of the world’s
deaths.

The event is being organised by Alistair Jenkins,
SBNS Treasurer, who has put together an interesting
programme which will give medical students
interested in pursuing a career in neurosurgery an
insight of what is involved in training to become a
neurosurgeon and what to expect once they achieve
their goal.
The annual NANSIG/SBNS Student Career Day will
take place on Saturday 27 January 2018 at The King
Khalid Building (Part of the RCS) in Edinburgh.
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Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is responsible for many
of these deaths and sadly, survivors are often left
permanently disabled. Critically, 90% of injury-related
deaths occur in LMICs while only a small volume of
research happens there. Funded through a £1.78
million grant from the Department of Health, the
Cambridge Group and its partners worldwide aim to
improve the prevention, investigation, treatment and
outcome of neurotrauma in LMICs.

B. Braun Medical Ltd and the SBNS.
For more details please visit the SBNS and NANSIG
websites: www.sbns.org.uk and www.NANSIG.org
If any SBNS members want to come along to support
the event please contact:
Suzanne Murray
admin@sbns.org.uk

Students will also be invited to submit abstracts
and the winner of the best presentation will
have an opportunity to present their paper at the
SBNS spring meeting. The prize is sponsored by

or

We are pleased to announce that on Friday 12th
October 2018 the NeuroTrauma Symposium will
be returning to the Royal Geographical Society in
London. After the success of the last two meetings,
another fantastic programme has been put together
with world renowned speakers covering the entire
NeuroTrauma patient pathway.

To find out more, register and submit an abstract
please visit: www.neurotrauma.org.uk/

Alistair Jenkins
alistair.jenkins@nuth.nhs.uk
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Our Colleagues at the Walton Centre and the SBNS
would like to thank everyone who attended the
SBNS Autumn Meeting in Liverpool, especially our
colleagues from the Continental Association of
African Neurosurgical Societies (CAANS) who made
the effort to travel all the way to the UK.
A two day Spine/Cranial cadaver course was arranged
prior to the start of the meeting for our CAANS
bursary winners and UK trainees led by Martin Wilby
and David Lawson which got the meeting off to a
great start and the feedback from the attendees was
excellent.
The main meeting had a relaxed cosmopolitan feel.
Highlights included lectures from: Professor James
T Goodrich, who led the ground breaking operation
that separated the co- joined heads of the 13 month
old twins Anais and Jadon MacDonald, Prof. Graham
Fieggen, Chair of the CAANS and Prof. Tom Solomon,
neurologist and author of the charity book – Roald
Dahl’s Marvellous Medicine. Prof. Peter Anderson also
travelled all the way from Australia to deliver the RCS
Arnott Lecture on “Cranial Sutures – Just Joints of
Bones”.
The standard of oral/poster presentations was
exceptionally high and the chairs had the extremely
difficult task of selecting a winner. In a fairly male
dominated speciality it was nice to see both winners
were women!
They will both be presented with their prizes at the
gala dinner in Torquay during the Spring meeting in
April 2018 in Torquay.

Ms Sabina Patel

The Best Oral
Presentation prize for
her abstract entitled:
Surgical Site Infections
in Neurosurgery:
Evaluating the
Incidence and
Associated Risk Factors

The men got their own back when it came to the
essay prizes.

Hugh Cairns Essay

The Best Poster prize for her
abstract entitled:
Qualitative MRI reporting
in cervical spondylotic
myelopathy influences
patient referral to spinal
services

Ms Jennifer TempestMitchell

The social events included a Welcome Reception at the
Beatles Story Museum – we could not have a meeting
in Liverpool and not pay homage to the Fab Four!
The Gala Dinner at the Anglican Cathedral which was
a spectacular affair with stirring music provided by
Gospel Touch and an inspiring talk by guest of honour,
community leader, Chief Angus Chukuemeka.

Prof. John Pickard CSF Essay

Mr R. Fu for his essay
entitled:
Caudal
pedunculopontine
nucleus deep brain
stimulation best
predicts improvements
in freezing of gait in
Parkinson’s disease

Mr A Chari for his
essay entitled:
Intraparenchymal
intracranial pressure
monitoring for
hydrocephalus and
cerebrospinal fluid
disorders

Congratulations to all!

If you were unfortunate enough to miss the event, or
just want to relive it, you are in luck as we recorded all
the presentations and took lots of photos.

To view the talks visit
http://sbns.talkingslideshd.com
You have to register and create a password before gaining access by entering the conference code th76rt5 Once logged on you can view
all the talks presented at the Liverpool Meeting.
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Photo Gallery
To view all the photos visit:
http://pnjphotography.jalbum.net/SBNS%20Liverpool%202017/

The 5th Beatle!

If you would like any copies, please contact:
John Murray
07804610179
www.pnjphotography.com

The CAANS visitors and SBNS Officers

The workers!

Dinner at the fabulous Anglican Cathedral

Relaxing after the first day - Cheers!
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Dates For your diary
British Neurosurgery Research
Group (BNRG) Meeting
8 - 9 March 2018
Sheffield
British Neurovascular Group
(BNVG) Meeting
15 - 16 March 2018
Venue tbc

32nd Annual Congress of The
Hellenic Nonsurgical Society
(Joint with the SBNS)
24 - 26 May 2018
Crete, Greece
SBNS Autumn Meeting Joint
with ABN
19 - 21 September 2018
London

8th Annual EANS Young
Neurosurgeons Meeting
22 - 26 March 2018
Oxford

Neurotrauma Meeting
12 October 2018
London

SBNS Spring Meeting
11 - 13 April 2018
Torquay

EANS Meeting
21 - 25 October 2018
Brussels

Joint Meeting with SBNS/
EANN/BANN
20 - 22 March 2019
Manchester
EANS/SBNS Meeting
24 - 28 September 2019
Dublin

Please visit the Dates for your Diary Section of the SBNS Website for full details of forthcoming meetings and courses
http://www.sbns.org.uk/index.php/conferences/diary/

The SBNS Newsletter is your chance to communicate with your SBNS colleagues. Contributions are welcome for the next issue due
out in August 2018, content will be required by the end of June 2018.
Please contact Suzanne Murray at the SBNS office admin@sbns.org.uk
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 The first long term telemetric
pressure sensor for the
treatment of hydrocephalus
 Decision-making support with		
quick and easy evaluation of
clinical symptoms
 Determination of optimal
valve pressure setting
 Localisation of shunt blockages:
Proximal and distal

MIETHKE SENSOR RESERVOIR
TELEMETRIC SHUNT CONTROL – READING INNER VALUES

B. Braun Medical Ltd | Implant Systems | Thorncliffe Park | Sheffield | S35 2PW
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